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ADVERTISEMENT 


or THE 

FRENCH TRANSLATOR. 


On K may safely say that Gusman of 
Alfarache had been entirely forgottea 
for nearly thirty years. All the editions 
being worn out, the book became very 
scarce, and was known only by a few 
aged people, who remembered tp have 
read it in their youth, und with whom 
alone remained an idea of the agreeable 
impressions, which the reading of that 
history occasioned; so that, to this 
very day, it is nearly unknown to all 
we call youth. To draw Gusman from 
oblivion, and introduce so singular and 
interesting a personage to the world, 
must in some respect, a generous 

and disinterested publill To object, 

a 
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that the life of Giisiiinn l^eiiidf one con- 
tinned chain of thievery and swindlinec, 
might furnibli a dangerous lesson U) the 
vonnn; render, is a criticism as vac-iie as 
it is unjust; tliose possessed of pro¬ 
bity and rcflcc.linn, will think other¬ 
wise. It would he easy to pnne, that 
the readinc^ of such n life with serious 
attention, would rather siig,;est reflec¬ 
tions of prudence aud wisdom. 

Tliose young and impnulent pe rsons, 
who are so ready upon the most frivo¬ 
lous pretences to quit the ]>atenial 
mansion, and throw llnuriscdves unpro- 
vided on a villaiiums woild, rnny iiiid 
in this work an excellent lesson of re¬ 
prehension and advice; for finding 
themselves without resource, and de¬ 
livered over to all the daniicrs of mis- 
fortune, they generally fall into the 
most abandoned misery and reprobation. 
It is cven‘evr8|ent, that it is this mi- 
sery, wdiich p/unges them into all sorts 
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ot’crimos, and finally l>rin<^s the most 
of I hem to the scalFolcl, or to souie 
other melancholy catastrophe. Such 
has been the fate of Gusman, as will 
appear by the manner in which his cu¬ 
rious adventures terminated. They 
will moreover learn, lliat habitual vil¬ 
lainy is verv rarelv eradicated. In ef- 
feet, it was to no purpose that Gusman 
saw himself often raised to prosperity 
and independence; he could not re¬ 
nounce his favourite propensity. There 
were still some new tricks to be put in 
prrictice, in order to procure more 
money ; his evil inclination was too 
headstrong to be resisted. But , at 
length, whether through his natural li¬ 
bertinism, or because of his knavery 
being ultimately discovered,,be is soon 
seen to relapse into greater wretched¬ 
ness, and to draw on himself the just 
punishment of his bad cc,ifiuct. 

It now belongs to us, a just trans- 
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lation, that the work inav lose noihuic; 
of its original merit, and to sneak a few 
words of its author. 

The Life of Gusman of Alfarache, 
js generally attributed to Mattco Alt’- 
man. I'his writer was from ttn‘ envi¬ 
rons of Seville, in Spain, and lived m 
the reign of Philip JI. After having 
passed many years at court, he left it 
at lerrgth, probably with disgust, and 
employed himself in several kinds of 
composition, the most celebrated of 
which is, his romantic history of honest 
Gusman. 

As the Spanish authors generally set 
at the beginning of those productions 
of genius, with which they favour the 
public, some sonnets or prosaic eulo- 
giums addressed to them by their 
friends, the history of Gusman in its 
original langjuage, has been honoured 
with the intfeductory discourse of n 
certain Alpl^nsc de Barros, in which 
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the greatest praise is conferred on tlio 
author of this woik, He there lays 
flown as a sure nuixitn, that to delineate 
a rufTmi, tends as much to the esta¬ 
blishment ot moralily, as to paint out 
a virtuous and irrc'proachable character; 
l^lbr, if the virtues of the latter excite 
our intilation, tlie vices f)f the former 
inspire us with liorror for such depra- 
vit^^. This liistfjry, sa\s be, is admira¬ 
ble both for the probability, which it 
cverv where maiulains, aud for the va- 
riely of the prosperity aud misfortunes 
wliicli successively liappened its hero. 
When it made its first appearance in 
Spain, it was so favourably receivedi 
that the author, through excellence, was 
styled ilie Divine Spaniard. It has 
since that time passed through twen¬ 
ty-six editions. It has been trans¬ 
lated into the Italian, French, and 
German languages, anct,i»has been no 
less pleasing in its ji^arious irunsla- 
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tions, than in its original production. 
The oldest French translation appeared 
in the year 1632. Its title was, The 
Beggar^ or the Life of' Gusman (f Ai* 
farache^ a true Picture tf Hainan Life^ 
zclierein all the Impostures and Knavish 
Trick's that are practised in the Worlds 
are pleasantlif andprojifablif described?'^ 
This title has been exactly verified ; 
for in the history of Gusman rrray be 
found true pictures of civil life—pictures 
which imperceptibly correct, and make 
more impression, than the more refined 
precepts of stubborn morality. But 
the author should slick to those instruc¬ 
tions, and not interrupt every moment 
tliQ thread of his narration, to flounce 
bombastie^illy into declamations against 
the manners of the times, and by a kind 
of episode form so many particular his^ 
lories, entirely foreign to the life of his 
hero. ^ Gusn^ of Alfarache,” said a 
man of taste in olr days, in his Literary 
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Mt'inolr>, will be always read with 
pleasure. Its editions are now nearly 
exhausted; shoidd it be ever printed 
again, it will be necessary to retrench 
all that is ioreign to the subject, such as 
the tedious Romance of Osmm mid the 
lieaidlfal Daraxn, and all those inourn- 
i‘ul histories interspersed through the 
work, in one of which the pretty little 
hand of a lady is cut, which causes the 
most horrible vengeance to be the con- 
fcequence.^^ 


This is precisely the plan we have 
followed, in retrenching Irom our col¬ 
lection all those digressions. Hence 
we have reduced to three volumes the 
four volumes translated by M. Le Sage. 
As that edition is nearly extinct, and 
copies of it so very rare- dear, we 
have collected all that is keen or saty- 
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neat in xhv. hfo of Gusman, iii oriler 
not lose entirely a work so very 
af:reeal)lo m lliat kind of literature. 

Tlie iiilelli^^eut reader will easily per¬ 
ceive in the whole course of those Ad¬ 
ventures, the chaiacteis are drawn hv a 
masterly hand, and that the figures of 
that /ii/ifi of which pe^culiaiiy 

ehanuMerizc a certain natUm^ are very 
ex[iressive. With regard to the style, 
it is the same as tliat of the j>rescnt 
translation, f»f which we happened to 
speak, that is to sav, it is pure. Tlic 
Mibject is uuintcrupted and spirited ; 
luh antiiLTcs, that ever render the read- 
ing of them agreeable and interesting. 



ADVERTISEMENT 
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ESGLISH TRANSLATOR. 


Rkader, 

Gentle or simple I care not, if in the 
perusal of the following sheets you 
find any pleasure, much good may it 
do you: If not, and that you feel no 
pleasure in a civil joke, good night to 
you, you are no acquaintance of mine. 
Unbiassed by any lucrative motive, I 
have undertaken a very laborious trans¬ 
lation, and the only counterbalancing 
gratification was, to afibrd some amuse¬ 
ment to a few friends, who happened 
not to know French. Though (jusinan 
has appeared decked out with all the 



My own indifference, and my little 
consequence in the w^orld, put me far 
beyond the reach of such satyrical ex- 
plosions* With all the composure of an 
Irish duellist, who, after exchanging 
the first fire with his adversary, and 
preparing for a second, 1 am ready to 
exclaim, Fire away honey, Tm your 
man.” 


A. O’Conner. 




ADVENTURES, &c. 




CHAP. I. 


Origin of Ciusmau.— Account of hit Father 

Mother. 


rVlv father was originally from the 
I^evant; but happening to establish 
himself at Genoa in his youth, he 
passed for a Genoese. He there asso¬ 
ciated with the nobilitv, and attached 

«r ' 

himself to the business of banker, an 
employment common enough with the 
nobles of that city. Becoming bank¬ 
rupt to a large amount, he was obliged 
to pass over into Spain to see him who 
was the cause of his bankruptcy, and 
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%vho had taken refuge at Seville; from 
whom he contrived to draw a part of 
the debt/ This affair being ended, my 
father still contioued the business of 
banker in the latter city. He conducted 
himself in a manner so very honourable, 
and aff'ecied to shew so much justice 
and probity in his dealings, that hc^ 
gained the esteem and friendship of the 
best merchants in Seville. 

He might then probably be worth 
about forlv thousand livres, which was 
no triflint^ sum for a man who knew to 
a miracle how to ape tlie great mer¬ 
chant. No one on the exchange made 
so much bustle as he: in short, his af¬ 
fairs prospered so well, that nothing less 
than a splendid mansion in the city, 
and an elegant villa in the country, 
could satisfy his extravagant taste for 
pleasure. 

He magriifioently furnished the two, • 
particularly his country seat, whiclybe- 
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longed to St. John, of Alfarache, whose 
sirname 1 have assumed. But as his 
propensity to pleasure was excessive, 
this house, by the frequent opportuni¬ 
ties it afforded of extraordinary ex¬ 
pence, ultimately ruined him. He in¬ 
sensibly neglected bis affairs, and to¬ 
tally depended on his clerks. It was 
about this time he took it into his head 
to pay his addresses to the mistress of 
an old general, and he had such close 
connexions with her, that, after the 
commander’s death, he resolved to 
espouse publicly this lady, w'ho was ge¬ 
nerally known throughout Seville by 
the title of the Commandress. I was 
the first and only fruit of this marriage. 
My mother was possessed of very sin¬ 
gular beauty, and of extraordinary talen ts 
in furthering her own interests. My 
father was no stranger to her reputation. 
What signifies that ? He also knew very 
Well what he did. From the time oi 
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his acquaintance with her, his affviirs 
began to sink irreparably to ruin. The 
lady, who was herseif economical, and 
a knave into the bargain, had known so 
well how to put h t favours to profit, 
with which she honored the old man of 
w^ar, that she possessed at least, at his 
death, ten thousand good ducats. With 
a sum so considerable, iny father staved 
off an impending bankruptcy, and 
found himself in a situation to sport his 
figure once more among the wondering 
merchaiits. Every thing went on tole¬ 
rably well for the first few years. But 
my father loved too excessively osten¬ 
tation, splendour, and noise ; it was in¬ 
deed his predominant passion. As be 
could not keep up this pageantry long, 
without relapsing into the same embar¬ 
rassment, from w^hence my mother’s 
money had already extricated him, it 
soon after happened, that he saw him¬ 
self obliged to sink under his last banfc- 
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ruptcy. I say his last; for, seeing him¬ 
self destitute of every resource, and 
unable to support his house on the saiiK* 
good footing, he thought it more eli¬ 
gible to let himself die with grief, than 
survive his misfortune. 

II is death afflicted my mother ex¬ 
tremely : our houses were no longer 
our property ; we must abandon them 
to the creditors; there remained of all 
we possessed but some jewels and fur¬ 
niture, which my mother disposed of 
by auction, and resolved on retiring to 
e small house, where she might live 
with more tranquillity and with less ex¬ 
pence: It is not but she might still ofe- 
ccjiilfj support her family by new gal¬ 
lantries. Although she was now in her 
fortieth vear, from the care she had ever 
taken of her complexion, which she 
had never harassed by dissipation of the 
grosser kind, she was still a conquest 
not to be despised : But she would have 
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been obliged to make the first advance, 
and that is what she could not bring 
he.self to do, after having all her lit'e- 
lime seen herself ardently sought after 
by men. This noble pride so badly cor¬ 
responded with our domestic afl'airs, 
that they imperceptibly dwindled away 
to nothing. 

I was then entering on my fourteenth 
year; and as I had then feeling enough 
to shrink from the misery which threat¬ 
ened us, 1 resolved in good earnest to 
quit both mother and country, and seek 
my fortune elsewhere. I determined 
on travelling to know the world, and I 
bad reason to wish I had begun it ear¬ 
lier. My greatest desire was to pass 
over to Genoa, to see my relatives there 
by the father^s side; so much so, that 
one fine day, not being able to resist 
the temptation which pressed me to 
execute my design, I set off from Se¬ 
ville with my head stuffed with chi- 
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ineras, and my purse nearly empty of 
money. 


CHAP. II. 

Gasman quits Seville.-~His Brst Adventure in a 

paltry Inn. 

As I remembered to have heard said, 
that it behoved all adventurers to deck 
themselves out with some name of con¬ 
sequence, without which they would 
pass in strange countries for insignifi¬ 
cant wretches, 1 gave myself the name 
of Gusman, which was that of my mo¬ 
ther, and probably the most honourable 
branch of our family ; I also dubbed 
myself with the lordly title of Alfa- 
racbe. It seemed to me a very lucky 
conceit; and hehi ld me now already 
in fancy the illustrious Signor Gusman 
ofAlfarache. 

B 4 
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This mushroom nobleman, not hav¬ 
ing begun his journey till after dinner, 
did not travel far the first day, although 
he walked as fast as if he thought he 
would be pursued, or that he beheved 
he could never be far enough from Se¬ 
ville. I, however, limited tny journey, 
and halted at the chapel of St. Lazarus, 
about half a league from that city. I 
was already extremely fatigufd, and sat 
down on the steps of the church, when 
remarking that the night was approach¬ 
ing, I began to be very sad, and to 
uneasy at what should become of me» 
A pious idea struck me, which I in¬ 
stantly satisfied. 1 entered the chapel, 
and prayed to God to inspire me. 
prayer was fervent, but short, for I had 
not time to make a long one. The hour 
of locking the church arrived, I was 
obliged to turn out, and take up my 
nigbt^s lodging on the stone steps, very 
much troubled for my personal secu¬ 
rity. 



OF GUSMAN OF ALFARACllE. 9 

Figure to yourself for a moment, at 
rhe door of this chapel, a child of dis¬ 
tinction, cherished as the son of a mer' 
chant of Toledo, and reared up in abun¬ 
dance ; does it not furnish a melancholy 
picture of folly and inexperience ? Con' 
sider that I neither knew where to go’ 
nor on what to determine, rhere was 

{ 

no inn near it; a few paces from me 
ran a little rivulet of clear water: ill- 
boding commencement for a journey ! 
To crown my misfortunes, my belly 
spoke to me in the strong language o^ 
distress, and told me it was time for 
supper. I then knew the difference 
between a starving and banquetling 
man, between him who can sit down 
to a good table, and him who has nut a 
morsel of bread to satisfy the wretched 
cravings of frustrated appetite. Not 
knowing then what to do, or what door 
to rap at, I resolved to pass the night 
where 1 was, since necessity would 

B 6 
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have it so. I stretched myself at full 

ft 

length, and covered my nose and eyes 
with my cloak, but not without ap¬ 
prehension of being devoured by the 
wolves, which I sometimes imagined 
to have heard prowling round me. 
Sleep, however, at length suspend¬ 
ed my fears, and rendered itself so well 
master of my senses, that 1 did not 
awake until two hours after sun-rise^ 
nor would I then, but that I was roused 
by the noise of drums, that several pea¬ 
sants were beating, who were passing 
by singing and dancing apparently on 
some festival. I got up immediately, 
having no difficulty to quit my form, or 
settle for my night’s lodging, and find¬ 
ing in this place different roads, to me 
all equally unknown, I pitched on the 
lue^ttdooking, saying, May this road, 
^hich I take by chance, conduct me 
straight to tlie temple of fortune. 1 did 
as the old quack doctor of La Mancha, 
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who generally carried with him a small 
bag filled with prescriptions, and who, 
when called upon to visit a patient, 
drew out the first that came to his hand 
and said, “ God send you a good one,” 
My feet did the office of my head, and 
1 followed them without knowing where 
they were conducting me. 

1 travelled two small leagues this 
morning ; it was not bad for a boy who 
had never walked so far before; I 
thought 1 was already among the anti¬ 
podes, and bad, like the famous Chris¬ 
topher Columbus, discovered a new 
world. This new world, however, was 
no other but a miserable*tavern, where 
I entered covered with sweat and dusr, 
and dying wdth fatigue anU hunger, 1 
asked at first for dinner, and was toKI 
there was nothing to be had but some 
fresh eggs. Fresh eggs ! said I. My 
mouth filled already with the water of 
approbation. I am satisfied; make 
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haste, and prepare for me half a dozcri ; 
dress them into an omelet. The host¬ 
ess, wlio was a frightful old hag, began 
to gaze on me with distressing atten¬ 
tion. She saw very well that I was a 
wide-gutted sharp-set young fellow; 
and I appeared to her so raw, that she 
judged she might with ijnpunity givo 
me instead of fresh, some half-hatehcd 
eggs. With this confidence she ap¬ 
proached me, and grinning a kind of 
affabiUty: “ From Avhenre come you, 
my sotv'?’’ .‘^aid she, with a gay air. 1 
told her from Seville, and besought her 
anew to get the eggs ready for me; but 
before she complied with my request, 
she thrust her dirty old withered hand 
under my chin, saying, “ and where are 
you going, my little wag of Seville?’^ 
At the same time she thought to kiss 
rme, but 1 hastily turned my bead aside 
to escape her filthy embrace. 1 was 
not, however, active enough to shun it 
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entirely. The old witch gave me a 
specimen of her breath; 1 imbibed the 
infernal stench, and thought with it she 
communicated to me her old age and 
infirmities. Happily I had nothing but 
wind in my stomach, otherwise I would 
have given her pears for her plums. I 
said I was going to court, and begged of 
her again to give me immediately some¬ 
thing to cat. She at length made me 
sit down on a lame stool before a stone 
table, which she covered with a kind 
of cloth, and which had every appear¬ 
ance, as to its cleanliness and colour, of 
a baker^s maulkin; she afterwards laid 
before me sojne few grains of salt in 
tlie bottom of a broken pipkin, and 
some water in a vessel of the same 
ware, out of which her ducks and herrs 
usually drank, with a piece of cake as 
black as the cloth iiself. After having 
waitedia good quarter of an hour, she 
at length brought in, on a plate as black 
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as ink, this precious omelet, or more 
properly speaking;, this poultice of rot¬ 
ten eggs. The omelet, the plate, the 
bread, the earthen pot, the salt-cellar, 
the salt, the table-cloth, and landlady, 
appeared to be all of a-piece, the same 
disgusting filthy colour. My heart 
would have shrunk from things so dis¬ 
gusting; but, beside being a traveller 
entirely new, 1 was obliged to listen to 
the grumbling uproar of my empty guts, 
which it might be supposed, were now 
devouring each other. However, in 
spite of the slovenliness and filth of my 
table and the wretched seasoning of the 
I bounced on the omelet like a 
boar on an acorn. Though 1 felt some¬ 
thing once or twice to crackle under my 
teeth, enough to open the eyes of sim¬ 
plicity itself, I did not stop till I finish¬ 
ed it; but in swallowing the last few 
tnoiithfuls 1 thought the omelet had 
not the same taste as those 1 usually 
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eat at home, which I implicitly attri¬ 
buted to the difference of climates, 
imagining that eggs could not be pos¬ 
sessed of the same quality in every 
country, as if I had been five hundred 
leagues from my own. At length, 
when 1 had finished this delicious mess, 
I felt myself quite another man, and 
thought myself extremely happy to have 
made so good a meal. So true is the 
common adage, that a good appetite 
wants DO sauce. 

The bread amused me for a long 
time after the eggs, because it was so 
villainously bad, and that in order to 
swallow it I was obliged to proceed 
very slowly to shun the other certain 
extreme of being choaked. There was 
no middle course to steer; for after 
having eaten the crust, which 1 made 
the beginning of the task, I wished to 
fall also on the dough, that was still a 
complete tough paste ; and to my ho- 
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nour be it spoken, gave it no quarter 
either. Hut this was done by the help 
of wine, which in those parts is very 
delicious. I got up from table, as so(>ii 
as I had finished this refreshino dinner, 

n 

p-iid my old Jezabel of a landlady, and 
cheerfully set out again on my journey. 
My feet, which were beginning to fail 
me, when I arrived at the inn, resumed 
new vigour. 

I was already a good league from tlte 
tavern, and every thing had gone on 
well so far, when the digesitiou, which 
about this time began to operate, gra* 
dually caused such a tumuk in my 
stomach, that was followed by inces¬ 
sant belchings, as made me draw a 
very ill boding omen from the circum¬ 
stance ; I revolved in my mind, what 
resistance my teeth had met with in 
grinding the cursed omelet, and made 
stirh reflections thereupon, as soon set 
Sne to pump my bold to some purpose : 
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literally speaking, I began to vomit, 
nut doubting but I had eaten an amphi¬ 
bious omelet. Being unable to carry 
it farther, I was obliged to halt to get 
rid of the nauseous burden. 


CHAP. III. 


He meets with an Ass-driver and two Clergy men. 
—Of the Conversation they had together, and 
after what manner the Ass-dnver and be were 
regaled in an inn at Cantillana. 


1 CONTINUED for somc time leaning 
against a wall, which served as an en*< 
closure to a vineyard ; 1 was pale and 
much weakened from the violent efforts 
of my late fit. An ass-driver, with seve¬ 
ral of those animals unladen, was pass¬ 
ing by. He stopped to look at me; 
and, moved with compassion at seeing 
me in such a condition, asked me what 
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ailed me. I related to him the acci¬ 
dent which had happened me, but I 
had no sooner told him, I imputed my 
disorder to a certain omelet prepared 
ibr me at the last inn, than he set up 
such a throat of lau^,liter, that if he had 
not held the pack saddle of his ass with 
both his hands, the rascal would have 
infallibly fallen head foremost to the 
ground. 

When we are afflicted, we do not 
like our afflictions to be made a subject 
of ridicule. My face, which was be¬ 
fore as pale as death, became instan¬ 
taneously as red as fire; I looked an¬ 
grily on the scoundrel, and gave him 
to understand by the dissatisfied air I as- ^ 
sumed, this proceeding of his did not 
please me at all: this only excited him 
to continue his laughter. Judging at 
length the more I would seem pro¬ 
voked, the more cause I would furnish 
foi* his mirth, I let him laugh his fill; 
for^I had neither sword nor stick if 1 
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should come to blows with him to give 
rne any advantage; nor did I thinks if 
tlie affair was to be determined by the 
fist, that I would crow last on the 
dunghill. This consideration was the 
cause, that I gave the villain fair words, 
wherein I testified for a person of my 
age a great deal of prudence. He is a 
man of discernment and good sense,' 
who, let the insult be ever so provok¬ 
ing, declines a battle, in which he is 
certain to gain nothing but repentance: 

1 wished also to curry favor with the ass- 
driver, on account of his asses, hoping 
that one of them would carry me to 
the next stage, which was a good dis¬ 
tance from that place. I however 
could not refrain from saying to him: 
Well, my friend, why those immode¬ 
rate fits of laughter? Have I a nose 
turned towards my ear ? Instead of an 
answer, fresh bursts of horse-kiughing 
followed my question. 
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It pleased God, however, that it 
ended at last. The ass-driver gradually 
resumed a serious air, and said to me 
quite out of breath: My little gentle¬ 
man, it is not at your misfortune I am 
laughing at all: it is certainly very me¬ 
lancholy for you: but it is your rela¬ 
tion of it, that has made me recollect 
anotbet, which has happened in the 
same inn to the old sorceress, who 
so villainously regaled you. Two sol¬ 
diers, whom she has treated like you, 
have made her pay for all together; 
siiiee we are going the same" way, added 
be, you have but to mount one of my 
asses,, and as we are travelling together 
I will at my leisure tell you the story.^ 
1 did not wait to be asked twice; L 
ntounied one of the asses, and pre¬ 
pared myself to hear what the ass- 
driver had to tell me of the two soldiers, 
whom 1 had really seen entering the 
inn just as I left it. 
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Those two meriy blades, said he, 
asked your old friend, what had she to 
give them to eat. She told them, as 
she did you, that she had nothing but 
some fresh eggs; they of course ordered 
an omelet to be prepared, and the old 
hag in a short time served up one of 
her high seasoned ones, such as she 
complimented you with. They thought 
to cut it, and finding something which 
resisted the knife, they attentively ex¬ 
amined it. They soon perceived three 
little lumps, which resembled very 
much three little heads of chickens, 
not matured into perfect form, but 
whose little bills were already firm 
enough to remove every doubt on the 
occasion. The soldiers, after having 
made so fine a discovery, without hin^t- 
ing any thing about it, covered the 
omelet with a plate, and asked the 
landlady if she had any thing else to 
give them to eat. She proposed to 
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them two round sl ices of a shad, which 
she was after broiling. They accepted 
her proposal, and had them dressed up 
with white sauce. After finishing the 
fish, one of the %vags approaching the 
old woman with an air of affability, as 
if to settle, dabbed the omelet which 
he held in his hand, against her old 
wrinkled phiz, and rubbed her eyes 
and nose so well with it, that she be¬ 
gan to bellow as loud as she was able. 
Then the other soldier pretending to 
blame his comrade, and to pity the 
poor old woman, under pretence of 
consoling her and wiping off the stir»k- 
ing essence, rubbed his hands all daubed 
with soot over her disfigured counte- 
nance. After this they quitted the 
tavern, loading the old wretch with 
execrations and reproaches, who re¬ 
vived no other payment for her ome¬ 
let and shad. 1 assure you, continued 
the ass-driver, it would be worth your 
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while to see your landlady in this pickle, 
and the pretty grimaces she made in 
weeping and crying. 

The recital of this ridiculous adven¬ 
ture consoled me a little for mine, and 
made me forget the ass-driver^s laugh¬ 
ter, who did not fail to begin again as 
soon as he had done speaking; without 
that he would not be satisfied with his 
story. During this time we were still 
advancing; we overtook two ecclesi¬ 
astics on the road, who, having espied 
us at a distance, waited our arrival in 
order to profit of the convenience of 
the asses. These good fathers, who 
were tired, had some pressing business, 
which urged them to hurry on to 
Ca^alla, where they were going as well 
as the ass-driver. They mounted each 
of them an ass, and we four jogged on 
very sociably together. 

Our ass-driver was still too much oc¬ 
cupied with the pleasure he had at the 
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old woman^s tavern, to let it rest In 
peace. He could not refrain front saying 
that this story would furnish him with 
sufficient cause for laughing the rest of 
his life ; and I, said I, hastily interrupt¬ 
ing him, will have cause to repent ail 
the days of my existence, for not using 
the old poisoning bag worse than the 
soldiers did: but wait, she is not dead 
yet; a day of reckoning may yet come,, 
when she will pay for all her knavery. 
The priests observed the vivacity, with 
which I pronounced these words, and 
were curious to know why 1 spoke so: 
the ass-driver, who only waited for the 
wind of the word, and would ask no 
better diversion, than to begin the 
story again, in order to have a fresh 
occasion for laughter, informed these 
Ijehtlemen; as he was in a train of 
talking, he related my affair also, which 
was no small subject of mortification 
to me. 
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1 he \y. - ists co.ideinaed very iniich the 
conduct of the old hostess, and blamed 
iny resentment as much: My son, said 
the elder of the two, you are young, 
headstrong passion, the effect of a 
warm temperament^ carries you away 
with it, and robs you of the right use 
of reason ; know, that it is ,as gi*eat a 
sin to be sorry not to have the oppoFr 
tunity of committing a fault, as to have 
committed it in reality. The priest 
did not confine his remonstrance to this 
one point: he held up a long harangue 
on passion, and on the desire of re¬ 
venge. I am certain it was a sermon 
he preached one hundred limes, and 
that he was even glad to have then 
an opportunity of refreshing liis me¬ 
mory. Certain it is, that the greatest 
part of this discourse was above my 
comprehension, nor was that of the 
ass-driver a whit more enlightened, 
who, always full of hi* old hag, laughed 
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under his cap, whilst the divine was 
losing his time preaching to me. At 
length we arrived at Cantillana; the 
two priests dismounted, took leave of 
us until the morning after, and went 
to lodge with one of their friends. 

As for me, I stuck to th? ass-driver, 
who told me he was going to bring me 
to one of the honestest and best inns in 
that town : the landlord is an excellent 
cook, and will give us no hatched eggs. 
This assurance gave me a great deal of 
pleasure, as my stomach stood in need 
of a good meal to re-establish it. We 
dismounted at the door of a good-look¬ 
ing house, the master of which came 
to overwhelm us with civilities: he 
was the greatest rogue, that was per¬ 
haps in all that country, and I may 
justly be said, to have leaped out of 
frying-pan into the fire. The ass? 
iflriver conducted his beasts to the sta¬ 
ble, where he remained some time to 
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provide forthoir wants, and I lay down 
on the ground as a person who had his 
thigh-bones shattered, and the soles of 
his feet inflamed, for being three or four 
hours on an ass without stirrups. I re¬ 
posed myself ill this situation, until the 
ass-driver returned, and asked me, did 
I wish for supper. I am determined 
to set off to-morrow morning at day¬ 
break, in order to arrive before night at 
Ca^aila; I would therefore be glad to 
go to bed early. I told him, nothing 
could please me better than to sit down 
to table, provided he would help me to 
get up, and even to walk, because I was 
not able to stand. lie rendered me 
this service, for which I was heartily 
obliged to him. 

We called the landlord, and told him 
we wished to have a good supper : 
Gentlemen, said this sharper, it will be 
your own fault, if you donH make good 
cheer; you have but to speak; 1 have 
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excellent provisions in my house. His 
reply was very much to my lasie, but 
he had the look of a cheat, and ap¬ 
peared to be as great a liar as the devil; 
no matter, said I to myself, le^ iiiin be 
what he pleases, provided he uses r*s 
well; he seems to be a pleasant, good- 
humoured man. Do you wish, con¬ 
tinued be, that I should dress a part of 
a calfs pluck, which I killed yesterday? 
It was a calf, added he, taking my 
bands in a caressing manner, the best 
little calf vou have ever seen. I have 
l>een very much mortified to kill the 
poor little creature, but J could not do 
Otherwise; it cost me too much to feed 
it those dry times. In order to impose 
silence on the cursed babler, we be¬ 
sought him, if the pluck was ready, to 
brin^tis a cut i>f it immediately; it is 
said he, and highly seasoned : 
Rt these words he ran to the kitchin, 
cultingcapeis all the vvay, and rei;rned 
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some moments after with two dishes, 
on one of which there was some sallad, 
and on the other a part of the pluck of 
this fine little calf so much regretted. 

1 let my companion fall on the sal- 
lad, which I did not miich like, and 
began to eat of the pluck; it did not 
look bad; the only fault it had, was its 
being: too little for two hunary bellies: 

I had no sooner the bit in inv mouth, 
than down it went, hunger not per¬ 
mitting me to form any judgment of 
what I was eating. The ass-driver re- 
marking, by the rate getting 

on, there would be none of the pluck 
left in a very short time, quitted the 
sallad, to dispute at least the last bit 
with me, which disappeared in a mo¬ 
ment: we asked again for some more 
of the pluck, the hangman brought u$ 
less than before, in order to irritate our 
appetite, and make us long for more: 
indeed the second dish did not amuse 
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US long, and was followed by a 
third* 

We were not quite so hard on this, 
as on the other two; being nearly half 
satisfied, I went on a little more deli¬ 
cately, and could render more justice to 
the pluck; I did not find it any longer 
so good,, and told the landlord, if he 
had any other meat, 1 would be obliged 
to him to bring it in : if you wish, said 
be, for the brains of the same calf, I 
"will dress up for you in an instant an 
exquisite ragciAt, and whilst you are 
waiting, I w^jp^ve you a pudding made 
of the guts and caul of the same beast, 
which, said he, is a very dainty morsel. 
I bad not, however, so favourable an 
QpjnkNI of it, when 1 tasted it; it 
sn^lbd so strongly of rotten straw, as 
me wrinkle my nose with dis- 
5 I hold, and left 

this dainty morsel to my comrade, who 
•eating still with unabated vigour, de- 
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vouretl the pudding in less than no 
time. 

At length the ragoht arrived, I hoped 
it would revive my appetite; it was 
dressed with eggs, so as to be a kind ot' 
omelet; which the indiscreet ass-mair 
no sooner perceived, than he burst into 
one of his horse-laughs, ihat provoked 
me; 1 imagined it was to disgust me 
with this omelet, that he made me re¬ 
member that of my dinner, I rt> 
preached Mitxi for bis inalice; but he 
still kept U 43 the roar without the smal¬ 
lest abatement, which at length pro¬ 
duced a very pleasant scene; for the 
landlord, who knew not why one 
laughed so much, and the other seem¬ 
ed so provoked, listened to us as a 
person, who believed himself interested 
in the affair; not feeling his consci- 
etice clear as to the ragoht, no more 
than the pudding and pluck. lie was 
as uneasy as a criminal, whom thef. 
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stnSrflest thing alarms, and his alarm 
redoubled, when he heard me say in a 
rage to the ass-driver, that if he con¬ 
tinued to banter me any longer, I would 
dash the ragoht against the wall. The 
landlord turned pale at these words ; 
he thought we were reproaching him 
fur his villainy; but wishing to appear 
firm and intrepid, he affected to stare 
hard at us both, and cocking his bon¬ 
net to tell us with a furious air: By 
G—d,you shailjiot laugh sO much here; 
I maintain, and wtH always marntain, 
that it is a calfs brafe. If you do not 
think proper to believe me, I will prove 
it by more than an hundred witnesses, 
who have seen me kill the calf yes- 
teidav. 

V 

t 

We were not a little surprised, my 
companion and I, at the passion of a 
mttn, of whom we were not thinking 
at all; it was for the ass-driver a new 
*sul>ject of laughter on a fresh account; 
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and for this time I could not myseJf re^ 
train from following his example, 
though I had even no inclination ; by 
this we finally disconcerted out land¬ 
lord,'who not doubting but we had 
discovered the imposture, became more 
furious. He hastily snatched away 
the dish off the table, saying, go, my 
youths, go laugh and eat elsewhere ; I 
do not entertain peopte who mock me 
to my teeth. You have but to pay me 
and quit my house, after w hich, I give 
you leave to laugh as much as you please. 

My comrade finding his appetite still 
unappeased,, saw with regret the dish 
carried away. He looked grave again, 
and spoke to the landlord with a tone 
of voice between sweet and sour. 
What the devil ails you, cousin ? Who 
asks you your age, or calls you bullock- 
head ? liullock-head, or not, I tell you, 
replied the landlord, 1 sav it is one of 
the freshest and best calfs heads you 

C 5 



PLEASANT ADYEN'IURES 

V 

have ever tasted. He pronounced 
these words with all the demonstrations 
of a man, who was preparing to fight 
us; but the ass-driver, who knew 
him better than 1, and who was able 
enough for him, got up from the table, 
and swaggering in his turn,—By St. 
James 1 do not understand this treat¬ 
ment; must we laugh by note or by 
rule in this house ? Or must we pay 
tax for laughing? I do not tell you 
that, replied the landlord on a milder 
key ; I only say, that 1 will not suffer 
any man to turn me into ridicule in rny 
own house, or to make me pass for u 
person who treats his guests badly. 
Who the devil is speaking of bad treat¬ 
ment? answered the ass-driver. Or who 
has thought of mocking you ? Lay 
back the rago&t immediately on the 
table, and you will see it is not on ac¬ 
count of that we are laughing. Take 
my advice, let people laugh and cry in 
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yonr house as they please, without 
findings fault with them. 

This discourse of the ass-driver bad 
its effect; the delicious ragoAt which 
bad been in a manner torn from our 
hands, was restored, and peace was 
once more established. My compa¬ 
nion sat down again, and continuing 
to speak to the landlord Know, said 
he, that if I made fun of you, 1 would 
not conceal from you the cause, so 
frank am 1 in that respect; it is my 
character. It is not then oik your ac¬ 
count we were laughing; it is on ac* 
eounjt of that omele^ which you laid 
there before us ; it has 'made me call 
to mind a certain adventure, which my 
little comrade whom you see, has had 
to day in an inn, where he dined. If 
the ass-driver had stopped there, I 
would have got off cheap enough ; but 
I was obliged, for the third time, to pa¬ 
tiently hear the story of the two sol^ 
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diers and myself, of v\ hich he made a 
merciless recital to the landlord, in 
Hiich terms, and with such dcnionsira¬ 
tions of joy, that he seemed, during 
the whole of the narrative, as if he 
was swimming in rose-water. 

The landlord bad sufficient leisure 
to resume his wits during so long a de¬ 
tail, and, judging that he bad taken 
the alarm unseasonably, took upon him¬ 
self to act another personage. He in¬ 
terrupted the ass-dtiver every moment 
with his “ Holy Virgin “ Great God 
of Heaven !” and other such like ex*- 

f’ 

clamations, with which the whole 

ji ^ 

house re-echoed, and which he accom^ 
panied with hypocritical grimaces.— 
May God punish, said he, when the 
other had done speaking, every person 
who does his duty badly ! As his was 
st|)eming and thievery, of which he 
Hjquitted himself punctually, he difk 
p not believe himself apparently inte- 
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rested in this imprecation. After hav¬ 
ing finished these words, he was silent 
and walked for some minutes about the 
room; then all at once coming to his 
speech, I low is it possible, cried he 
with a thundering voice, that the earth 
has not swallowed up this cursed old 
woman, and that her house has not 
sunk to the lowest regions of Hell ? 
There is not a traveller who does not 
complain of that wretch, and of what 
she gives him to eat. No passenger 
leaves her house but curses and swears 
never to stop there again. If the offi¬ 
cers of justice who, by the duty of 
their charge, are obliged to put a stop 
to Iver knaveries, suffier them to go on 
with impunity, they know very well for 
what: “ Oh Heaven \ what a world 
we live in 

The honest man in this place gave a 
great sigh, and kept silence, but with 
an air that gave us to understand he 
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thought still more than he had spoken^ 
1 thought be would stun us no more 
with such discourse, but I reckoned 
without my host. He launched out 
again on the vHlainous impostures of 
the old laiullady, and, without exagger¬ 
ation, he kept up this infernal stuff for 
a full half hour. After which he finished 
in saying—I render a million of thanks 
to Heaven that 1 am not like this 
damned old laadlariy, and for being a 
man of probity and honor, t carry 
iny head erect through all the world, 
without fearing the smallest reproach 
or blame firom any man. Fuor as 1 am, 
no tricks or impositipns are practised in 
my hou>:e. Every thing, God be 
thanked, sells for what it is: a cat does 
not pass here for a hare, nor an old 
sheep ibr a lamb. Let no one think to 
others; it is only abusing birn- 
Harm watch harm catch. 

^ Happily for the ass-driver and rne, 
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the landlord, being out of breath, was 
obliged to stop here. I seized this op¬ 
portunity to ask him. If he had 
fruit? He answered, that be got in 
lately some very good olives. Whilst 
he was gone for the olives, my comrade 
finished the calPs brains. I did this 
ragofit but very little honor, not having 
found it a whit better than the pud¬ 
ding; that, however, did not prevent 
it from being finished like the rest. 
Never did a half-starved wolf eat with 
more furious voraciousness than the ass- 
driver; he could not satisfy himself;-— 
we were at least more than an hour at 
table, and one might say to $ee him, 
that it was a successive round of meat 
coming in, and of empty dishes disap¬ 
pearing, and that it was only then he 
sat down. As for me I accommodated 
myself very well with the olives, 
which were excellent, as well as the 
wine. With regard to the bread, which 



40 


PLEASANT ADVENTURES 


was scurvy enough, it might pass for 
good, in comparison to that I had at 
dinner* 

Such was our supper- As we were 
to setoff very early the following morn¬ 
ing, we beg<ied of our landlord to have 
breakfast early for us. Afterwards we 
went to lie down on some straw, after 
having spread over ft some coverlets to 
serve us as- blankets. The fatigue of 
the journey, and the quantity of wine 
1 bad drank, procured me so profound 
a sleep, that the fleas, whose prey I 
was the whole night, and who regaled 
whole armies of them on my unfortu¬ 
nate carcase, were not able to disturb 
me. 1 believe I would have slept to 
the evening of the day following, if the 
ass-driVfC had not awaked me with the 
morbing star, to inform me lhat it was 
time for us to think of our departure. 
I was very soon ready ; 1 had only to 
shake myself, and to take the straws 
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out of rny hair^ which were entangled 
m it. I had all the appearance of a 
little monster from the condition to 
which the fleas had reduced me. They 
disfigured my face in such a manner, 
you would has^e supposed me just risen 
from the small-pox. If at that instant 
I had been transported back to Seville, 
I doubt if mv mother herself would 
know rner That day was Sunday. We 
went first to hear mass, after which we 
returned to the inn, where my gorman¬ 
dizing cotnrade did not forget the break¬ 
fast ; it was the first care with which he 
embarrassed himself:—Gentlemen, said 
the landlord, i havi^ made a ragofit of 
some of the same calf, iMi yvhoae pluck 
you supped last night, and 1 can assure 
you that I have employed alt my art to 
compose a dish worthy of being laid 
before you. 

The ass-driver, whose mouth began 
to water at this discourse, ran to place 



42 PLEASANT ADVEMUEES 

himself at the table, and fell unmer¬ 
cifully on the ragofit, which appeared 
to him as delicate as if it had been the 
flesh of a pheasant. 1 continued some 
moments looking at him, without feel¬ 
ing the smallest desire to imitate him : 
Whether it was that my appetite was 
not open so early in the morning, or 
that 1 had still my supper on my sto¬ 
mach, 1 know not—but iny friend was 
going on at such a rate as to persuade 
me \\e was eating the best thing in the 
world. Besides that, fearing 1 would 
be sorry befcH<e dimmer for not having 
profited of so good a breakfast, I made 
an effort to swallow some bits. Far 
from finding Ahi9 v^al as agreeable as 
compafiion w'ouki persuade me, the 
taste i^^ared tome truly disgusting ; 

for the sauqe, in which the land¬ 
lord had bis reasons to l>e lavish of his 
pepper and salt, it stood so in my 
throat, 1 was obliged to renounce it as 
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soon as 1 bad tasted it:—nnoreover, the 
meat was so tough, .1 could not refrain 
from remarking, that it was a strong 
tough-hided veal; 1 even added I had 
no taste for meat of that description. 
Our landlord replied, blushing a little 
in spite of his impudence, You see, 
said he, it is not mortified enough. The 
ass-driver, believing what the landlord 
advanced, or at least that 1 was wrong 
CO be so delicate, cried ont with a tone 
of mockery, Our young cadet of Seville 
has been always used to fresh eggs and 
cracknels; every other thing is disgust* 

s. 

ing to him. 

1 shrugged my shotdders at this gibe 
of my comrade, and said aot a single 
word. Not knowing if I was not ef* 
fectually too hard to be pleased, or ra*- 
ther imagining myself already to be in 
another world, I could not however re¬ 
solve on laying a hand to the dish, and 
began to make some reflexions which 
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could not be expected from a person of 
iny age. I called to mind the passion 
of the landlord, when be had seen us 
laugh the night before at supper, the 

oath he had made to us without anv 

•/ 

necessity; and as every person who 
wishes to justify himself before he is 
accusejd, renders himself suspected, I 
judged there was some knavery in the 
affair. As soon as my imagination was 
once prepossessed against him, the sight 
and smell of his viHainous veal began 
lo make me sick at heaN:; 1 could 
main no longer at table, and got up, 
waiting till it should please the ass- 
driver to do the same thing, which 
very soon happened. Though the piece 
of veal was a kind of resistance in it¬ 
self, my companion made but a very 
slight repast of it: After which I bid 
him settle with the landlord, to know 
how much we owed; but he answered 
me with an air of uncommpn g(3nera- 
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sity, that as it was so trifling, he would 
take upon himself to discharge the 
whole, and that 1 might make myself 
easy on tliat head. 

This proceeding, noble for an ass- 
driver, surprised me extremely, or, 
more properly speaking, charmed me. 
If I had been strong in cash, I would 
undoubtedly have felt my honour hurt; 
1 would not have suffered him to pay 
for me; but my purse was so very flat, 
it would be bad economy of me to dis¬ 
pute his generosity; 1 let him, then, 
without ceremony, pay the whole ex- 
pcnce. Through a motive of gratitude 
1 helped him to curry, rub down, and 
lead his asses to water, to make them 
eat their barley, and get them ready in 
every respect. There was nothing I 
was not ready to do to testify to him 
how far I was penetrated with gratitude 
for his generous demeanor with regard 
to me. 
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CHAP. IV. 

.f 

The Landlord steals Gusman^s Cloak A great 

Uproar in the Inn. 

In order to be more handy to render 
service to my friend the ass-driver, and 
the better to help him to put bis asses 
in a condition to set off, I made a pac- 
qiiet of my cloak, which 1 laid on a 
form; but, having cast my eye on that 
side a quarter of an hour after, I per¬ 
ceived my cloak was not there. That 
alarmed me at first;—however, I did 
not put myself much in pain concern- 
ing^lt j^elieving either the landlord or 
a||8^pver had purposely concealed it, 
W order to set me looking for it, and to 
divert themselves with iny inquietude 
on the occasion. 

I could not suspect those two men 
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to have played me such a trick, though 
no one but they had entered the stable 
when mv cloak had been taken. 1 
asked it first of my comrade, who 
seriously told me he never amused 
himseif with that kind of fun. I next 
accosted the landlord, who at first had 
recourse to oaths and imprecations to 
persuade me he had no hand in the theft. 
Upon that I began to search the house 
for iny cloak: I ran it all over from 
top to bottom, without forgetting the 
smallest nook where it might be con* 
ccaled. In the very bottono of my 
soul I accused our landlord of the 
thievery, whose physiognomy alone 
justifii d my accusation. 

I entered by chance into a back yard, 
the door of which I opened with some 
difficulty, and saw there some objects 
which banished fur some moments all 
thoughts of iny cloak: I observed on 
the pavement a large pool of blood. 



48 


PLEASANT ADVENTURES 


freshly shed, and near it the skin of a 
young mule, with the (bur feet still at¬ 
tached to it, as well as the ears and 
head, which was opened to take out 
the brain, and have the tongue cut out. 
I considered this spectacle not without 
horror, and said within myself, Behold 
the skin of our excellent veal; it is just 
my companion should see it with his 
own eyes ; he is at least as much inte¬ 
rested in the business as i. I leturned 
immediately to the stable to 6nd the 
ass-drivcr; to whom 1 said, quite low, 
Follow me; I’ll shew vou something 
well worth your while. He followed 
me. I led the way to the back yard, 
where shewing him the remains o( the 
two Ji^ood meals we had made—W^ell, 
ir^t^lHend, said I, what do you think 
of all this? Is it with cracknels and 
fresh eggs I have always been reared ? 

•t 

Contemplate with pleasure this tleli> 
cious veal, of which our landlord has 
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made those ragoi\ts you have found so 
dainty. You see with what delicacies 
this excellent cook of yours has regaled 
us. 

The good ass-driver was so much 
ashamed, he could not answer one 
word. This is, then, pursued I, that 
honest man, who sells not cats for hares, 
or old sheep for lambs, but who has 
made no scruple to give us a mule in¬ 
stead of a calf. My companion, sad 
and thoughtful, got back to the stable, 
and 1 sought the landlord, to speak to 
him vigorously in the strong language 
of accusation and abuse. 1 imagined, 
in order to obligre him to restore me 
my cloak, 1 had but to inform him, that 
1 had d iscovered all his knavery, and to 
threaten him that I would have imme¬ 
diate recourse to justice : as, in fact, it 
was prohibited by an express law, and 
under great penalties in Andalusia to 
have such beasts in his house, and to 
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cause mares to be covered by asses. 
He little thought of observing this law, 
having had about eight days back a 
mule got between a Jack-ass and a lit¬ 
tle Gallician mare, whom, depending 
oji their honour, he put into the same 
stable: he imagined he might, with 
the same impunity, give it for veal to 
travellers, who generally never want a 
good appetite. 

I met him in the yard near the well, 
where he was busy in washing a piece 
of the sup[>ositit)us veal; as soon as he 
perceived me, he bid it. I accosted 
him with an air of assurance, and bid 
him, with an intrepid tone, restore me 
my cloak, or that I would certainly 
lodge a complaint against him before a 
magi^ate. At these words, which he 
h00d without any emotion, he looked 

^ m 

m me witji a contemptuous eye, called 
me a little ideot, and told me he would 
give me the whip. 


4 
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I was less provoked with the loss of 
my cloak than with the manner in 
which he treated me ; I abandoned my^ 
self to my resentment, and without 
having any regard to the inequality of 
our respective strength, told him he was 
a robber and a thief, and defied him to 
even dare lay a hand on me. He ap- 
peared nettled with my answer, and 
advanced in order to ill use me; but 
waiting for this giant, for such he was 
with regard to me, I aimed a stone at 
liis scull, which 1 hfid previously taken 
up. By good luck for him it only grazed 
his ear. Then, instead of rushing on 
me to overwhelm me with the weight 
of his body, he ran to his room, from 
whence he returned in an instant, with 
a long sword naked in his hand. Far 
from flying before this treacherous pol¬ 
troon, 1 began to abuse him in terms 
the most provoking, even to treat him 

a coward and sneaking scoundrel, 
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^vho was not ashamed to make use of 
a sword against a child, who had no 
other arms but stones to defend himself. 

At the noise of my abuse, both male 
and female servants ran out, and were 
all greatly astonished to see their mas¬ 
ter armed Avith a sword ; on the other 
hand, my companion irritated against 
the knave for the detestable ragouts he 
made him eat, ran to my assistance 
with a pitch-fork ; the ass-driver and I 
on one side ; the landlord, his wife, 
children, and servants, on the other, 
made a violent uproar outside the house, 
and one might have thought that a 
most bloody scene was going on in the 
inn ; all the neighbourhood was alarm¬ 
ed ; every one run to the place ; they 
rapped at the door, which was still 
shtit; they shouldered it in, to get as 
soon as possible to the frightful noise 
they heard. A troop of the police % 
peared, consisting of archers, registers, 
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and alcaids; for, owing to the sins of 
the inhabitants, there were two judges 
in the city of Cantillana. 

These alcaids were no sooner in the 
house, with all their gang, than each 
pretended the investigation of theaffciir 
belonged to himself, which soon formed 
' two parties. 

The registers and archers divided ac¬ 
cording to their different interests; and 
their division on the jurisdiction ex¬ 
cited a furious dispute between them. 
Behold the judges and registers in warm 
disptne with each other ; they descend 
to reproaches; speak horrible truths ; 
were approaching fast to low-bred 
abuse; and from vile appellations, would 
perhaps come to blows, if some honest 
citizen who had entered with them into 
the inn, to know what w^as going on, 
not interfered in order to pacify 
them; which being done, God knows 
how, there was no more question but 
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of our quarrel. They began first, as if 
with reason, to seize me; it is always 
in the weakest part the cord breaks : I 
was a stranger without protection or 
acquaintance, justice could not avoid 
beginning with me. 

I must, however, render justice to 
these alealds; they were pleased in¬ 
deed to hear me, before they would 
commit me to prison ; 1 related to them 
quite naturally the subject of iny quar-» 
rel with the landlord for my cloak ; af¬ 
terwards having drawn them aside; I 
added to this story that of the mule; I 
told them they would still find the skin 
of that animal in the back yard, and 
some pieces of him stewing in the 
kitchen. Upon this last article of my 
deposition, the judges let the affair of 
mjlcloak drop there, for to run to the 
backyard, after having, through pre¬ 
caution, caused the landlord to be taken 
Into custody, who did nothing but laugh 
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all the time, imagining it was on ac¬ 
count of the cloak, which no body had 
seen him take ; but when they pro¬ 
duced the mulcts skin, with all tli,e 
other vouchers, he became as pale as a 
condemned criminal; and in ihe exa¬ 
mination they made him undergo, told 
more than was asked of him. He tes¬ 
tified no firmness on any one thing but 
on my cloak. The villain, through a 
spirit of revenge, would never acknow¬ 
ledge he had stolen it. 

The alcaidssent the wretch to prison, 
which caused in me some joy in the 
midst of my troubles; I say in the 
midst, for I was not as yet at the end 
of my perplexities. The registers, a 
people as humane as disinterested, judg¬ 
ing me to be a lad of distinction, and 
that I might have a wealthy father, 
charitably and like good Christians, ad¬ 
vised the judges to have me also stop¬ 
ped at all events. This counsel, which 
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was v ery much to the taste of the al- 
caids, was going to be followed, if the 
honest citizens who were present, had 
not opposed so great an itijustice, say¬ 
ing in a loud and spirited tone, if that 
be done, the convicted must pay the 
fine* The murmurs of these honest 
people ])revailed fur this once over the 
good will of the officers of justice, who 
now favored me through policy. 

On the other hand, the ass-driver, a 
sad witness oi all that was going on, 
and mortally in dread they would seize 
both on himself and his asses, advised 
me in a friendly whisper to get away 
immediately from this land of benedic¬ 
tion, where the smallest misfortune 
that could happen an honest man, was 
to lose his cloak. I approved very 
iTiiibli of his advice, we mounted has- 
tily our beasts, and sallied forth from 
the inn. 
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CHAP. V. 


A new Misfortune happens Gusman and the 

Ass-driver. 


We had so great a desire to get out 
of the city, we began to give the heels 
to our asses, who favoured amazingly 
our impatience ; it seemed as if they 
had by our example, taken an aversion 
to that infernal inn, and were in dread 
of leaving their skins behind them ; (>ut 
when we reached the countrY, we went 
only at an easy pace, both of us observ¬ 
ing a profound silence, and each busiv d 
with his own thoughts; the counte¬ 
nance of my friend the ass-driver, was 
well worth seeing, it would make mi¬ 
sery itself smile : he had no longer a iy 
inclination for laughing, since he hai 
seen the mule’s skin ; he was by no 
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means tempted to rally me on our two 
last admirable meals; he feared too 
much the repartees I might make him : 
he had eaten six times more than I of 
the pudding and brains ; and as for the 
ragoiit in the morning, he had still the 
whole of it in his stomach ; finally, I 
would have wherewith to triumph over 
him, if he took it into his head to be 
merry at my expence; but he was far 
from thinking of it. 

If he had reason for disagreeable re¬ 
flections, I was not more satisfied with 
tfc inK»gcs that presented themselves 
to my imagination. O, Heavens! what 
unlucky star has drawn me from my 
mother^s house? Scarce have I set my 
foot outside of it, but every thing has 
happened contrary to me; one misfor¬ 
tune was but the forerunner of another. 
For my first night’s lodging 1 w as forced 
to sleep before the door of a chapel, 
and without iny supper too; the day 
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following I dined on an omelet of half- 
hatched chickens, and was regaled the 
same night with difl’erent ragouts of 
mule’s flesh, metamorphosed into veal, 
and was after until morning the torpid 
victim of merciless fleas ; happily fa- 
ti&iie rendered me insensible to their 

o 

sanguinary inroads; to-day it was my 
own fault if I did not make good cheer, 
in which 1 have been mistaken, and 
what is worse, have lost my cloal^ into 
the bargain : I was even within a pip 
of being sent to prison to keep company 
with a robber ; and indeed 1 can have 
no blaiue to the registry clerks for tlmt 
DOt happening me. 

Every time I thought of this thievery. 
1 sighed bitterly; the reniembrance of 
it went to my heart more than all ihe 
rest; indeed 1 had good reason to be 
afflicted: mystomacli tnight put up with 
one or two sorry meals ; a disagreeable 
night is repaired by a good one ; but no 
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honest means can be devised to repair 
the loss of a cloak with as little money 
as I possessed ; nevertheless as the evil 
was irremediable, I resolved to bear it 
with patience, I had heard il said, the life 
of man was a mixture of good and evil, 
of pleasure and pain. If it is so, said I, 
Gusman console thvself, thou art now 
on the point of meeting some good 
fortune, since thou hast experienced# 
nought but disappointments and mis* 
fortunes since thy departure from Se¬ 
ville. 

Full of this sweet hope, I begad to 
resume courage, when two men, who 
carried every appearance of what they 
were, and who were coming after us in 
a very hard trot on mules, having over¬ 
taken us, considered me with atten- 
< 1 . 

tion, as persons who were looking for 
some one that resembled me; their 
whole figure was but too capable of ter¬ 
rifying me. The holy Hennandad^ of 
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which they had the honour of being 
members, perhaps has never had a pair 
of such frightful looking ruffians. 1 ap¬ 
peared to them startled, and even a 
little embarrassed, when they stared at 
me. They wanted no more to alight, 
at the same time they both fell on me ; 
they knocked me down off'the ass with 
a box, then seizing me by an arm, one 
of them said with the tone of a sheriff: 
Ah 1 there is the little villain of a rob¬ 
ber ! We have nabbed you at last. 
Come, little varlet, restore that money, 
restore those jewels, or we will cer¬ 
tainly hang you immediately out of that 
tree, which you see within two-paces of 
you. At these words, say what I could 
in my defence, they began to drag me 
about, and to thump me in such a man¬ 
ner, that one blow never waited for 
another. 

The too-charitable ass-driver, touched 
with compassion to see me so cruelly 
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treated, wished to represent to those 
two devils, that they certainly nnistook 
me. He was very badly paid for his 
remonstrance; they fell on his unfor¬ 
tunate carcass; when they were weary 
of beating him, they told him he was 
my receiver, and that they would stop 
him with all his asses, in asking him 
where he had hid the money and jew¬ 
els. As he could not answer them any 
other thing, but that he was ignorant 
what money or jewels they were speak¬ 
ing of, it was a new storm of blows of 
a stiok which burst on him. I here 
confess my evil inclination ; 1 felt a 
malignant joy in seeing the poor devil 
so unmercifully mauled, of whose ill 
luck I was the immediate cause. 1 
imagined it was to him I ought to im- 
pdte the loss of my cloak and our hor¬ 
rible supper. After they had well cur* 
ried both our hides, they rummaged us 
from head to foot, and not finding what 
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they sought for, they tied our hands 
with cords, with the design of lead¬ 
ing us in leash to Seville. We were 
already both of us coupled like two 
grey-hounds, when one of the archers 
who had tied our hands, said to 
his companion with surprise: Hold, 
comrade, we are doing things with too 
much precipitation; Ifear, God forgive 
me, we have been mistaken. The 
thief we are in pursuit of has no thumb 
on his left hand, and this chap has 
every tinunb and finger he should have; 
upon that the other archer thought of 
drawing from his pocket their warrant, 
and to read it aloud. The robber, after 
whom they were in pursuit, was de¬ 
scribed after a manner totally different 
from having any likeness to me. Be¬ 
side being remarked to want a thumb, 
he was said to be twenty-nine years 
old, with long black hair, which fell 
d(>wn on his back like a horse^s tail. 
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On the contrary, no one would have 
taken me to be more than fourteen, 
and I h^d my hair very short, red and 
curled; they saw very well they had 
made a qui-pro^quo; they untied us, 
took as the reward of their calling and 
trouble some reas, the poor devil of an 
ass*driver had in his pocket, blundered 
out some apologies, sneering in our 
faces, and remounted their mules, leav¬ 
ing the vanquished victims of their vil¬ 
lainy threshed into jelly, principally 
my friend the ass-driver, whose huge 
brawny shoulders met with less mercy 
than mine. In recompense I had my 
mouth full of blood, and all my teeth 
loosened in my jaws, from the many 
hard thumps 1 received. 

That did not, however, hinder us 
fronn getting on our asses again, and 
continuing our journey ; but as sadly as 
any on^ could act under the like cir¬ 
cumstances. When we were about a 
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league from the village of Pedoso, vve 
perceived and overtook our two priests, 
who were walking at their leisure wait¬ 
ing for us. 

1 informed them of the cause of our 
delay; for in the situation, in which 
the ass-man was, he had not the cou¬ 
rage to unlock his teeth. The good 
fathers bewailed us very much; our 
last adventure appeared to them the 
most melancholy, and gave occasion to 
one of those gentlemen to say: God 
preserve every honest man from the 
three Holies of Spain, viz. the Holy 
Inquisition, the Holy Hermandad, and 
the Holy Crusade. God k^e^ every 
innocent person particularly from the 
Holy Hermandad : there is some hope 
of justice with the other two; but all 
I can say of the Hermandad, blessed 
are those wdio never fall into its bands. 

The priest who had regaled me with 
a sermon the day before, and who felt 
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a great itch to be at it again, made the 
conversation dexterously roll on the 
pleasures of this world, to have an op¬ 
portunity of telling us there was no¬ 
thing but false pleasures on earth, and 
that if any one wished to obtain true 
delights, he must seek them in heaven* 
That even all those festivals, where 
people promise themselves the greatest 
pleasures, are always accompanied or 
followed by vexation and melancholy* 


CHAP. VI. 

Cusman b^eicAiief an Innkeeper’s Boy*-—His first 
prbmising Talents manifest themselves. 

At the end of this fine discourse we 
arrived at Ca^.alla. The good priests 
dnd the ass-driver continued their jour¬ 
ney; as for me, I went to ludge at 
doe of the best inns. They gave me a 
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good supper for the rest of my money, 
and put me to sleep in a good bed; ne¬ 
vertheless, instead of enjoying that pro¬ 
found sleep, which the vapours of the 
meat and wine ought to procure me, 
1 passed the whole night restless and 
perplexed. The situation of my aflfairs 
presented itself in all its horrors to my 
disturbed imagination, and called up a 
thousand afflicting images. Thus far, 
said I, have I drank and eaten: but 
now it is all over with me. One can 
with bread support all the afflictions 
of life. It is good to have a father; 
it is good to have a mother, but it 
is still better to have wherewith to 
cat. 

I already beheld necessity with her 
visage of excommunication, and felt 
mortally alarmed. I would willingly 
have taken the resolution to proceed 
no farther and return to Seville, if I 
had not considered, that money was 
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as much wanting to repair my folly, as 
to push it to its farthest length. 1 re¬ 
sembled a poor strange dog, who find¬ 
ing himself in the middle of a street, 
saw behind and before him several 
dogs barking at him, who were ready 
to dispute his uncertain passage. More¬ 
over, what shame did 1 not inngine it 
to be, to return as a miserable wretch 
to my mother’s house, after having 
quitted it with so much resolution. 
The loss of my cloak entered also into 
tny reflections. 1 thought it would 
give a new cause of laughter to my 
return. This last consideration checked 
every^idea of returning to Seville. 

On the other hand, still 1 was grieved 
tost op in so fine a course; and this point 
of honour at length gained the victory. 
1 determined on pursuing my travels, 
in abandoning myself to Providence. 
I took it into my head to go straiglit to 
Madrid, the ordinary residence of our 
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monarchs, to see a little of the court, 
which I had heard said to be very 
brilliant, on account of the great num¬ 
ber of noblemen, who composed it, and 
above all, by the presence of a young 
king newly married. That appeared 
to me to merit my curiosity. The 
most pleasing ideas occurred to me, I 
built castles in the air. I flattered my¬ 
self, a boy of my figure and vivacity 
would be soon taken notice of in that 
country ; that he would make friends 
for himself,and establish a rapid fortune. 
Having my head lieated with these flat¬ 
tering visions, I had little inclination 
to sleep, and waited with impatience 
for day-light to appear, that I might 
continue my journey. But, scarcely 
had it arrived, scarcely had I taken the 
high road to Madrid, than all my agree¬ 
able chimeras vanished. There re¬ 
mained nothing before my eyes but a 
long and painful journey to perform. 
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I did not cease saying to myself to 
encourage me along: Come Signor Gus¬ 
man, consider you have weighed an¬ 
chor. Against fortune, a good heart, 
my friend. Instead of having on your 
shoulders a cloak which would in this 
season embarrass you, you have a stick 
in your hand, which helps you to walk. 
I passed the whole day without eating 
a bit, and at night stretched myself on 
the grass at the foot of a large tree, 
which covered me with its leaves. I 
was so weary, I fell asleep, and did 
not awake until sun-rise. 1 felt then 1 
could make a very hearty breakfast, if 1 
bad bad any provision; but not having 
even a morsel of brown bread, I was 
obliged to set out again with an appe-' 
tite that increased every moment. 
Towards noon, my hnnger became so 
tttreaie, I was unable to advance a 
?^t fertber, 1 became so very weak. 
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In vain my belly cried cupboard; my 
limbs carried me but with reluctance. 

Luckily two men passed by me, who 
had the appearance of being rich mer¬ 
chants. They were mounted on mules 
that were going at a great rate. At 
this sight my courage revived. God 
be praised, said I to myself, here are 
gentlemen, who look as if sent by Pro¬ 
vidence to defray my expences for this 
day. Let us follow them ; the hope 
of making a good meal at their expence, 
inspired me with new vigour. 

Indeed a dinner was then to me an 
affair of the greatest importance. I 
therefore followed them so close, as to 
arrive at the same time with them at 
the inn, where they stopped. I had 
the face of a corpse. I endeavoured 
to render them some service. I has¬ 
tened to hold the bridle of their mules, 
whilst they were alighting, and offered 
myself to carry into their apartment 
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their portmanteaus, with a large sack, 
wherein their provisions were stowed. 
But whether my eagerness became sus¬ 
pected by them, or that they were natu¬ 
rally savage or mistrustful, as soon as I 
laid my hand on the sack, one of them 
roared out with a voice that made me 
tremble, quarters, friend, quarters! At 
these terrible words, I was thunder¬ 
struck. I drew from them a very sad 
omen for my stomach. I was not how¬ 
ever entirely discouraged; I walked 
after them to their room, with an hum¬ 
ble air, and my hat in my hand. They 
had, according to the custom of Spain, 
brought with them some good provi¬ 
sions. I saw them take out of the sack 
a shoulder of roast mutton, a piece of 
ham with some bread and wine ; which 
did but cause the greater desire in me 
to attend them, in order to curry favour, 
I advanced and took a glass, with the 
design of rinsing it, but the other mer- 
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chant, who said nothing before, snapt 
it out of my hands, telling me a good 
deal more bluntly than his comrade: 
No, no, leave that glass there, we want 
no such w'aiters as you. 

_ 

O traitors! said I then. Enemies of God 
and humanity! Mercilessand savage bar¬ 
barians! unfeeling monsters! In vain, I 
see, 1 have run myself outofbreath to fol¬ 
low you thus far, I persisted however 
in sticking close to them. I hoped they 
might become more charitable, when 
belly-full, and that they would thruogh 
compassion throw me a bone to gnaw, or 
a morsel of bread, even the smallest 
pittance to put under my tooth. No¬ 
thing came to poor starving Gusman. 
They eat without even deigning to cast 
one pitying look on me. In vain 1 
devoured their provisions with my eyes; 
that by no means appeast d my hunger. 
To overwhelm me wiih affliction, I 
saw those inhuman gluttons put up in 
VOL. I. E 
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their sack the remains of their dinner, 
even to a small bit of bread, with 
which they departed. What barbarity ! 
What a spectacle for a poor friendless 
boy, whom starvation reduced to the 
last extremity. I was ready to expire 
with grief and inanition, when there 
came into the same room a friar of the 
order of St. Francis. 

At this sight I conceived no great 
hopes of consolation. What succour 
could I expect from a poor monk, who 
was travelling on fool ? From a beg¬ 
gar, who appeared to have need him¬ 
self of assistance ? He w as all over 
sweat and dust, and had every appear- 
^ance of being much fatigued. He how¬ 
ever carried a wallet, which he laid on 
the table, and which I a^nsidered with 
a/great deal of attention. It made the 

ft 

W'ater run from mv mouth, before I 
even knew w hat it contained. When 
his reverence drew out his provision, 
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which consisted of a tolerable large 
loaf of white l^read, with a piece of 
corned beef, which would have excited 
my longing even in my mother^s house, 
I riveted my languid eyes on it, and 
stood with my mouth gaping wide from 
rapturous attachment. 1 would then 
be very proud to be his young brother. 
1 thought I had in my throat, every bit 
he was swallowing. He cast his eyes 
by chance on me, whilst he was eating, 
and observing I bad an imploring coun¬ 
tenance :—As God’s alive, cried he, 
animated with a holy zeal, come here 
my child; [ will not let you languish 
in the necessity, wherein I see you ; 
if I had but one morsel of bread, it 
should by your’s. Here, my son, ad¬ 
ded he, giving me the half of his bread 
and meat, take a little nourishment; I 
would be unworthy to live, if 1 did 
not assist thee. 

. O Providence! who givest subsist- 
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ence to beasts even from the rock, thy 
divine goodness is careful of ail 1 For 
this act of disinterested charity, I 
lavished blessings on the good father, 
and began to let him see he had not 
judged badly of my famished looks. 
When I had appeased my ravenous 
cravings a little, I gave thanks for so 
fortunate a rencounter. How pleasant 
it would have been to me to have thirty 
leagues to travel with this good eccle* 
siastic. My fate would have been 
worthy of envy ; but for my sins, he 
was going to Seville, and separated 
after dinner. It is true, before our 
separation, be put his hand in his wal¬ 
let, and gave me acain the half of a 
small loaf he had got in it, to divide 
with me, said he, all that he bad. I 
loc^k good care to thrust into my poc¬ 
ket this last piece ot l)read, after having 
eafen the first with a cut of the corned 
meat; then having drank some good 
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clear water, as I had seea the good 
Franciscan do, I resumed gaily the road 
to Madrid. 

I travelled three leagues *nore that 
same day, and arrived about night-fall 
at Campanario, a large village of New 
Castile. I entered into an inn, where 
for want of better, I supped on the 
bread I had in my pocket. It was the 
general stage of the niuleteers of Trux- 
iilo, many of whom arrived there that 
night; all the beds were for those ho¬ 
nest people. The landlord sent me 
to sleep in the straw-loft, where 1 as¬ 
cended v\ ith much docility, not being 
in a situation which was hard to be 
p'eascd. I lay down on the straw, 
and slept quietly until morning: 1 got 
up as nimbly as a man, who had not 
his stomach overburthened widt the 
night’s dissipation, and was already 

outside the inn, when the d- - d land- 

loid stopped me in a ruffianly manner 

e3 
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to pay for my lodging. lie demanded 
four maravedis; I had them not; 1 
struggled to escape from his hands ; but 
he held me fast, and perceiving my 
coat of good cloth, he set about strip¬ 
ping me of it, in order to end the dis¬ 
pute. lie looked on the business as 
already finished, and would have easily 
accomplished it, if, by good luck for me, 
a muleteer, who was present, had not 
been moved with my distress.—Let 
the little fellow alone, said he to the 
landlord. Til pay for him. It is very 
evident he is a child of some distinc- 
tioHj who has left bis father or mother’s 
house. At these words the landlord 
withdrew his claim on me, and asked 
me ^vould I serve him in quality of 
waiter^ saying there w'as then one 
wanting in lus inn, 

Atlany other lime such a proposal 
would have appeared to me ridiculous, 

I would even be offended with it; but 
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misery removed all my difficulties, and 
silenced all my scruples. A iter having 
paused for some moments, the idea of 
buuger determined me at once ; I an¬ 
swered I would.—Very well, said lu , 
you may come in, I only desire of yon 
two things; the first, that you give 
straw and barley to those who shall ask 
them ; and the second, that you keep 
a good and faithful account of what 
you giv^ out. 1 promised to acquit 
myself of this worthy employment the 
best I could. After this promise, be¬ 
hold me engaged be^^ond the power of 
retracting. 

How hard soever servitude might be 
to me, who was always accustomed to 
he attended mvself, I did not fail at 
first to be contented enough with my 
condition. There passed but few 
horsemen during the day through this 
place; so that I had very often nothing 
to do but to eat and drink until night 

E 4 
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which was the time the Muleteers ge¬ 
nerally arrived. I soon learned all the 
tricks and manoeuvres that are practised 
in these inns; how with hot water to 
swell the barley to*lhree times its quan¬ 
tity, and how to measure it out afte**, 
that the landlord be no loser. There 
was no necessity to shew me twice the 
review of the mangers; I knew how to 
take away three parts of the barley from 
the passengers and muleteers, even 
those who intrusted us with the care 
of their cattle. But when any young 
cavaliers, distinguished by their whis¬ 
kers and garters, came into our defiles, 
if they had no servants, we never lost 
sight of them ; we ran immediately to 
help them to alight. These gentlemen, 
for the most part, aping the grandee of 
.iSilhion, or the man of importance, 
tiever deigned to enter a stable; they 
contented themselves with recom¬ 
mending to us the care of their horses 
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and mules. As this recommend«itioii 
was so |)ovverful, we led the poor devils 
to a place, where there was not a sinj^le 
straw or a grain of bailey. We lied 
them up to the rti^k, wheie we h t*t 
them to bite the bridle at tin ir Teisure. 
However, sometimes through compas¬ 
sion, we gave them a few moments be¬ 
fore their departure a handful of barley, 
to give them a good mouth, tlie half of 
which the hens and pigs of the house 
devoured. The old s[ie-as«v, too, some¬ 
times came in for her <livirU nd» 

Behold^after what maniu r, those fine 
gentlemen, who depended on our ho¬ 
nesty, were served, and if we made 
them pay well for wliat tlieir beasts had 
not eaten, judge if their own entertain¬ 
ment did not cost thorn dearly. 1 glo¬ 
ried whenever it my lot to settle 
with them. So many reas and so many 
maravedis, gentlemen, to \\ inch I 
added with a gracious air —Yhaga le^ 

K 5 
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buen provecho^'A common compliment 
made at the end of reckonings, which 
never failed to bring me in something. 
You may well imagine we demanded 
from those passengers twice as much 
as they owed, notwithstanding the 
regulations of police instituted to 
prevent frauds. My master thought 
verv little of their ordinances, ihev 

f « 

were the least of his trouble ; though 
they were stuck up in different parts of 
,the house; it was sufficient to have 
them, and to punctually pay the duty 
and penjuisites arising from the like, to 
the alcaid and registers, was an absolute 
exemption from every obligation. 

Knowing travellers, who who were 
up to this fine practice, gave without 
saying a single word, whatever was 
asked of them ; but those who were, 
licit, often took it into their lieads to 

fi.' ' 

kick up a dust, and should settle with 
the landlord hiinsclu It was then in- 
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deed, out of the frying-pan into the fire 
with them ; our master in drawing iip 
a fresh account, augmented, lest lie 
should be under any mistake, the price 
of every thing ; and when he had once 
taxed the reckoning to a certain sum, 
it w as a sentence beyond appeal, they 
must infallibly open their purses. Woe 
be to the traveller, who thinking to get 
better quarters from the innkeepers of 
Spain, threatens or acts stubbornly 
with them. As they are all mostly 
officers of the Holy Uermand.id, iliey 
cause him to be airested in the nejit 
town or village he passes tlirough. 
They accuse him of having had a de¬ 
sign of burning their house, of having 
struck them, or of having violated iheii 
wives and daughters, and he > hap¬ 
py if he can get out of slie ^ciMpc by 
paying double Ins rcchouing, and be-;- 
ging the landlord’s piu Jon. 


We had also scojc hainUon: 


c 
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girls in the house, bnt it was dangerous 
to meddle with them- It was still 
good to have your wits at work, to be 
ever on the alert, for any thing you for¬ 
got was so much lost. What thieves ! 
What infamies 1 What lies ! What ro¬ 
guish tricks, and double dealings ! No 
Jiving soul in that inn feared God, they 
only respected the officers of justice. 
As soon as one becomes an innkeeper, 
it seems as if he took out a licence for 
thq seven deadly sins altogether ; as if 
he had permission to do every thing, 
and to have an absolute power over the 
goods, as well as the persons of those 
who ar^ obligated to stop at his inn. 
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CHAP. VII. 


He is disgusted with his Situation, abandons the 
Innkeeper and his Inn, and betakes himself to 
Madrid, where he associates with Beggars. 


Besides having a disposition too vo¬ 
latile to relish, for any length of time, 
the same mode of living; I did not 
find the one I was leading suitable to a 
person, who had not left his rnother^s 
house, but to see the world. More¬ 
over, an inkeepePs servant appeared to 
me beneath the rank of a blind-man^s 
boy. Every day boys of my size and 
age were passing by our door, and after 
asking the way to Madrid, continued 
their journey with an ain of gaiety and 
resolution. One day I grew ashamed 
of my supineness. How, said I, shall 
the fear of wanting bread keep me here 
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always, whilst those young fellows, 
who have no more cotirage or strength 
than I, expose themselves bravely to 
suffer hunger and thir-^t ? I have per¬ 
haps as much sense as they, and ought 
not of course have less resolution. 
These reflections inspired me witli 
courage, and bidding defiance to mis¬ 
fortune, I took once more the road to 
Madrid, after having demanded my 
discharge from my honest master, who 
gave methree reas for all the services I 
gendered him. 

With this money, and the little I had 
received from the liberality of the tra¬ 
vellers, who put up at our inn, I was 
able to travel to the famous bridge of 
Arcolis, built over the river Tagus, from 
whence I continued my route, in doing 
as the other chaps did, 1 mean stretch¬ 
ing ^n implying hand through all the 
villages 1 passed, and to every gentle¬ 
man I met. But the harvest was so 
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very bad that year, very little charity 
could be expected ; at least very little 
was bestowed. I sold my coat, and 
was of course in a very fine trim, w hen 
I arrived in that celebrated capital of 
Spain. I had only a pair of breeches, 
with one shirt, black and torn, a pair of 
stockings full of holes, and shoes, 
whose only bottoms were the soles of 
my feel. I looked more like a deserter 
from a house of correction, ora scape¬ 
grace from the gallies, than a child of 
distinction. It was in vain 1 sought to 
get into the service of some person of 
quality, which was then the highest 
fortune I could aspire to. With so mi¬ 
serable a dress, every one was preju¬ 
diced against me ; I had beside so 
thievish a look, a pei’son should be 
very hardy to resolve on taking me into 
his service. No one could look at me 
attentively without saying wdthin him¬ 
self:—-There is a young shaver, who 
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will play some fine trick as soon as he 
meets with a proper opportunity. At 
length, seeing my figure was such that 
no one would hire me either as page, 
J|g£key, or even scullion, I turned my 
towards a troop of beggars, whom 
j^brceived »t a church gate. I began 
^ consider them ; they appeared to 
""ine so fresh and so gay, I believed I 
could not do better than enrol myself 
in their number. I joined myself to 
them, and they received me as a sub¬ 
ject, whose air and ef|uipage were not 
unworthy of their connJjaunity. 

Before I arrived at Madrid, I had the 
precaution to leave shame after me on 
the road, being too heavy a burden for a 
foot-man^to carry. If I had not pre¬ 
viously got rid of that cruel enemy of 
hunger, I would not fail to soon lose it 
with such honest people, who were all 
themselves experienced birds of prey. 
I followed them every where, and 
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served them as assistant, waiting until 
I would have sufficient experience to 
contribute in making their pot boil yel¬ 
low, which was never empty. They 
had twice a day plenty of soup, of 
which I was sure to have my part, pro¬ 
vided I punctually attended the hours 
of dinner and supper; otherwise, com¬ 
ing in at the heel of the feast, I might 
kiss the hare’s foot. 

After our meals we diverted our¬ 
selves at play ; I soon learned five and 
ten, thirty-one, quinola orreversis and 
primero, with a thousand other tricks 
on the cards. I had such happy dispo¬ 
sitions I imperceptibly improved under 
those excellent masters. I felt my ge¬ 
nius become daily more subtle and 
more tricking. Little as I was, I wished 
to imitate those of the brotherhood^ 
who, for fear of being chastised as va¬ 
gabonds, w^nt into the markets with 
their baskets to carry the provisions, 
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which the citizens brought there. This 
occupation appeared to me a little trou¬ 
blesome in the beginning, but I accus¬ 
tomed myself so well to it afterwfirds, I 
found no employment could be half so 
agreeable. What a fine thing, said 1, 
to have both office and benefice, with¬ 
out being obliged to use needle or 
thread, hammer or wimble ; to want 
nothing but a basket and a little indus¬ 
try to subsist comfortably! The life of 
a beggar is a morsel without a bone, a 
concatenation of pleasures, an employ¬ 
ment exempt from cares. How insen¬ 
sible were my parents to lake so much 
pains to live miserably ! Into how many 
embarrassments have they not thrown 
themselves to support their commerce 
and reputation 1 O silly honor of the 
world, thou art a heavy burden for 
foote, who wish to load themselves vvitli 
thee! 

One day as I was carrying in my bas- 
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ket a quarter of mutton, which an 
honest shoemaker, who was walking 
on before me, had bought in the mar¬ 
ket, I perceived at my feet in the street 
a paper, which I took up: it happened 
to be an old ballad* I began to read 
and sing quite low. The shoemaker 
was surprised to hear me, and, smiling, 
said, What the devil, little curly-pole, 
do you know how to read ? Aye and to 
write too, said I, much better* Is it 
possible? replied he, with a serious air. 
As G—d’s alive, my friend, if you 
will teach me only to sign my name, I 
will pay you well. I asked him what 
use his signature only would be to him. 
lie told me, that having obtained an 
employment through the interest of a 
certain personage, whom he named, 
and whose whole house he shod for no¬ 
thing, he w'ould be very glad w hen an 
opportunity ofi’ered of signing his name, 
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not to be obliged to confess shamefully 
he did not know how. 

As soon as we had arrived at his 
house,some paper and ink were brought 
by his orders. I began to take upon 
me the writing master: I shewed my 
scholar how to hold the pen, and 
made him so often form the letters 
which composed his name, by guiding 
his hand up hill and down hill; he 
believed himself already possessed of 
all the elements of writing. After hav¬ 
ing daubed over five or six leaves of 
paper, he was so well pleased with me, 
he made me try on a new pair of shoes, 
which fitted me as exactly as if they had 
been made for me, and told me to 
wear them for his sake. I after this 
^ook^ my leave, and told him, every 
time I wanted new shoes, 1 would 
come and give him some new lessons 
to perfect him in his writing. 



GUSMAN OF ALFARACIlE. 93 


CHAP. VIII. 


He engages in the Service oT a Cook. 


I WAS very well pleased with this 
new kind of life; I enjoyed that liberty 
so desired by all the world, so cried up 
by the philosophers, and so often sung 
by the poets. I possessed this precious 
treasure, which is preferable to gold and 
silver: but, by bad luck for me, 1 did 
not hold it long; a traitor of a cook de¬ 
prived me of it very soon. This cook 
was one of my customers; he had very 
often employed me. My friend, said 
he one day, I am very well pleased 
with you; I wish to make your fortune : 
quit that idle life, and come fill the 
place of scullion in a nobhunan’s house, 
whom I serve. I w ill, tin ui>h friend¬ 
ship, teach you the whole art of cook- 
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ery, and put you in a situation of being 
a cook fit for his majesty. At all events, 
the smallest fruit you can reap from this 
elegant profession, is to return rich to 
your own country. In a word, be 
cajoled me so by his fine discourse, I 
accepted his proposal. 

He conducted me to the nobleinan^s 
hotel, wherein he served, and I took 
there my degrees and scullion’s bonnet, 
that is a night'Cap, together with a 
white apron. They gave me at first 
some fuel to cut up, which may be 
called the alphabet of those w'ho aspire 
to a doctor’s degree in cookery. The 
cook, tny master, was a married man. 
Ife had in the neighbourhood a house, 
where his Avife dwelt, and where we 
slept every night ourselves ; but I passed 
nearly the whole of every day at the 
hold, where 1 attached myself to ren¬ 
der service to every one. I shewed 
myself so obliging, and did every thing 
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with so good a grace, that all the ser¬ 
vants in the house, both male and fe¬ 
male, conceived a friendship for me. 
Every one charged me with some com¬ 
mission, and I acquitted myself so 
well, and with so much punctuality, 
secrecy and fidelity, I hereby, from one 
and the other, got a great many little 
presents. As to the cookery part, I did 
my duty to a wonder, and my master 
was so pleased with me, that he often 
said I was born to walk in his footsteps, 

I allow it was with no small share of ^ 
trouble I served so well, but 1 was suf¬ 
ficiently rccorii{)pnsed by the caresses 
and the profits arising from my labours. 
Next to begging, which, beyond contra¬ 
diction, is the first rank in civilized so¬ 
ciety, I could not he better than in this 
house to make good cheer; I especially, 
who had been reared up in abundance 
from my infancy, (bund myself there 
in my proper element. There was no 
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dish 1 did not dip my hand in, no sauce 
I did not taste, and I can truly say my 
master made exquisite ragouts. Let 
the great ordinarif cooks of St. Gilles, 
St. Dominick, of Sun Gate, Toledo 
Street, and the great Square, pardon me 
if I extol him far above them, notwith¬ 
standing the great reputation they have 
acquired by their fat-livered fricassees, 
and their nice slices of fried ham.—My 
happiness would have been perfect if I 
had not addicted myself to play: but 
seeing the pages and lackeys boxing 
the cards all day, 1 felt myself violently 
tempted to sometimes make one of the 
party, and 1 yielded at last to the temp¬ 
tation. 1 amused myself at first for a 
quarter of an hour, or half an hour at 
the most, playing with them. At 
length abandoning myself to that cursed 
inclination, and not being able to satisfy 
it during the day as much as I could 
desire, 1 stole out by night from my 
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master’s house, as soon as I thought 
him asleep, and went to join at the 
hotel some servants of my own hu¬ 
mour, with whom I generally staid up 
until sun-rise. If the cook had been 
infoiuned of my conduct, he would 
certainly have curried my hide in great 
style; but no (»ne would inform him, 
lest I should come to hardship. In the 
mean time I lost all the money I had 
gained by my bttle commissions, with¬ 
out losine: my taste for play. On the 
contrary, 1 had the greater inclinatian 
for this pernicious pastime, and that 
netjessifated me to steal iu order to keep 
mvself in stock. This is what I had 
not done hitherto, though I might have 
taken the precedent from my master, 
lor every one iu the hotel pillaged and 
appropriated every thing they could lay 
their hands on. It was there every one 
for himself. What is most astonishing, 
no one was ignorant of what the rest 

you I. F 
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were doing, afid all, by one common 
interest kept the secret. Even if I had 
no propensity to gaming, or to purloin 
the property of another, 1 could not 
avoid being corrupted by the many 
thievish examples that were set me, 
I began then to howl with the wolves ; 
I searched, I ferretted the whole house 
and all I could take, without any one 
perceiving me, was clear gain : but by 
misfortune for me, I had no sooner con¬ 
verted my prey to money, than 1 went 
to lose it at pla}^ 

Beside the hotel, where I exercised 
the subtility of my hands, and which 
was as a large sea open for all fishers, 
1 had still the particular house of the 
cook my master, which indeed was but 
a small river, where no large fish could 
be hooked, I had, however, one day a 
tolerable cast of the net. The cook 
gave an early afternoon treat lo some of 
his friends, all jovial blades, and bora 
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for the bottle. They eat some chitter¬ 
lings and slices of ham, which made 
them drink in triple proportion. Dur¬ 
ing all this time 1 was at the hotel, 
from whence, after having finished all I 
bad to do in the kitchen, 1 returned 
home, to see if there was any business 
there fur me. The guests had already 
withdrawn. 1 found the room still 
warm with the festival, the whole place 
full of dust, the cloth was still on the 
table, and the floor w^as strewed over 
with empty, and for the most part 
broken bottles. The master, whom no 
one could see, but who made himself 
be heard, was snoring on his bed with 
such mighty force, as caused the whole 
house to tremble; and tlie mistress, 
who was pretty w^ell I thank you too, 
slept by his side like a top, 

I considered for some moments the 
wreck of this debauch. Afterwards 
casting my eyes on a silver goblet, 
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uhich was on the table, the ends of 
iny fingers began to itch to be at it. 
The temptation was quick and inte¬ 
resting ; it is needless to say it was vic¬ 
torious : I resolved on stealing the 
goblet. 1 made this reflection, that 
no one had seen me coming in, and 
that I might get out again unnoticed 
the same way. There vvas no more 
wanting to make rne yield to the de¬ 
sire, that pressed me on; Come, Mr, 
Goblet, said I, quite low, thrusting it 
into my pocket, you shall pay, if you 
please, for those broken and emphf bot¬ 
tles, As smooth as a silk thread slides 
through the eye of a darning-needle, 1 
sljpt through the door, and after having 
placed my booty in a place of safety, 
returned to the hotel in a cool, un¬ 
ruffled manner. Towards evening, the 
cook, after sleeping himself sober, ar¬ 
rived in the kitchen with a dizziness 
and head-ach, that put him in such 
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very bad humor, as to quarrel with me 
flbr the smallest trifles. He scolded 
me for having made a fire, where tliere 
was perhaps one billet too much. I 
let him say what he thought proper, 
^without a single answer, and accom¬ 
panied him home after supper. He 
lay down as soon as he got in. As 
fur his wife, she slept so soundly, as 
to be able to throw off five or six drunk¬ 
en fils together. She only had a coun¬ 
tenance something sad and mortified. 
I asked her the cause, with as much 
effrontery, as if 1 was totally ignorant 
of it* She informed me of the loss of 
the gohlel; and told me she was less 
afflicted for its intrinsic value, as for the 
uproar and rout her husband would 
cause, when he’d come to know it: 
she was certain, she had more than 
reproaches to expect, having to do, (as 
it was true) wiili a brute, who would 

a 

not fail to llire^ii her to mummy. 
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1 consoled her the best I could, and 
indeed no one could do it better than 
I, if I chooseci; I told her the goblet 
lost was not of so singular a kind, but 
that she could get a match for it iu 
Madrid ; it w'as hard if such a citv 
cpiild not produce one of tlie same 
fashion : that she had notliing the day 
following to do, but to purchase ano- 
llici cup of the same make, and to tell 
her husband it was the same goblet 
she got new washed, or even a new 
one she had purchased by giving the 
old and some few reas extraordinary in 
return. The dame approved of the 
scheme, and charged me with the issue 
of it. In tact, the day following I 
took the stolen goblet to a far part of 
the dity, and gave it to a goldsmith to 
brighten, who assured me he would do 
it in a shorter time than I demanded, 
and iu such a manner tiiat the goblet 
won 1(1 appear fpiite now. 
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1 went with this good news to my 
mistress: Madam, said I, 1 have had 
the good luck to meet with a goblet at 
a goldsmith^s which exactly resembles 
the fashion of the one you have lost* 
'rhe least he will take for it is fifty rcas, 
as well for its intrinsic worth as its 
fashion. The mistress, impatient to 
have wherewith to prevent the clumsy 
thumps of her husband, without a mo¬ 
ment's hesitation, reckoned me out 
that sum, and even gave rnc half a rea 
fc)r my trouble. I brought back in the 
evening the same goblet, which ap^ 
peared so like the one she had lost, that 
she was sure her husband would never 
know the difference. 

The money 1 derived from this ad¬ 
venture, put me in a situation of play¬ 
ing again. It was indeed a tolerable 
good resource fora scullion; but, alas! 
all those reas very soon fell into the 
gulph, which had swallowed up the 

F 4 
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product of all my former thieveries. 
The chaps, with whom I embarked in 
play, were nrjore experienced than 
although so long trained among the 
beggars to filch a card, to make false 
cuts, and many other tricks to be found 
only in the common-place books of 
sharpers. 

It happened at this time, that a great 
feast was to be prepared for a foreign 
prince, who lately arrived at Madrid. 
It w^as to be a dinner. On the eve of 
this festive day, the cook took me with 
him very early in the morning to the 
kitchen, where the purveyor attended 
to cause the meats destined for the 
feast to be brought. My master and 
I, whilst we were alone, began to lay 
aside, what we thought belonged to us 
by right, as hound’s fees. We soon 
filled a large sack with loins of veal, 
hams, neat’s tongues, and all kinds of 
fowl, and hid it in a place, where it 
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lay snug and safe all day. When night 
came he placed it on my shoulders, 
and bid me carry it privately to his 
house; which I did not do, without 
sweating abundantly, it was so cur¬ 
sedly heavy. I returned afterwards to 
the kitchen,where he employed me until 
midnight in picking and larding. Then, 
loading me with a second sack, in whicK 
were leverets, pheasants and partridges; 
he said, Here Gusman, carry this again 
home, and go to bed and rest yourself, 
iny friend. You shall tell my wife, I 
know not when I can get away. The 
damned liar ! he knew very well he 
should pass the night at the hotel, 
where his presence was necessary, hav¬ 
ing orders to give to so many other 
cooks, who worked under his directions. 
But he was a little jealous, although 
God knows his wife was ugly enough 
to guarantee her honor, and he did not 
speak thus but to keep her within 

F 5 



106 PT.EASANT ADVENTPRES 


bounds. lie apparently feared she’d 
let h is place be occupied by some lu>-^ 
nest neighbour: a duty that is some¬ 
times rendered to cooks, as well as to 
other absent husbands. 

Having returned to our liouse, I 
spread out in a gallery all our meats, 
which I hung ujion hooks along the 
♦ wall, and which formed a very hand- 
sou)e tapestry to look at. After that 
I thought of taking some repose, which 
I very much stood in need of. My 
n)istress, w ho lay below stairs, was al¬ 
ready in bed. I went up to my apart¬ 
ment, uhicli was a cock-loft, or garret, 
where there wns not less heat by night 
than by day, on account of the sun 
having its full influence on it, from 
morning till night I took off* my shirt 
to lie more coollv> and stretching rny- 
self quite naked on rny wretched bed, 
fell asleep. But my sleep, although 
the most profound, was disturbed* about 
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an hour after by a dreadful noise of cats, 
who were fighting at the devil^s rate, 
and it immediately occurred to me 
that the gallery was the field of battle. 
I grew alarmed. It would be the devil, 
indeed, if those spiteful animals should 
have any design on our tapestry. I 
must go and see what’s the matter, and 
what can be the. cause of their noisy 
quarrel. Thereupon behold me on my 
feet, and without losing a time so pre-f 
cious in putting on my shirt, I hastened 
to get down to the gallery; but scarcely 
had 1 set foot on the ladder, (for I had 
no other stairs,) but my eyes were struck 
with a great light, which surprised and 
stopped me quite short. I turned my 
head to discover the cause of this sud¬ 
den illumination ; I saw a figure quite 
naked like myself, but so black 1 took 
it for the devjl. Every joint in my 
body shook with fear. This phantonx 
was my mistress, who being roused by, 

F 6 
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the battle of those rain-cats, came with 
a lamp in her band to the assistance of 
our pheasants and partridges. As she 
had laid down in puris uaiuralibus^ she 
had in her hurry, like myself, neglected 
to put on her shift. We believing each 
other individually asleep, this precau¬ 
tion appeared to us superfluous. We 
beheld each other at the same time. 
Jf 1 look her for a devil, she on her 
side took me for a hobgoblin. I gave a 
horrible squall. She answered it by 
another on as loud a key, and fled into 
her chamber with atfiight. I thought 
by her example to regain my garret, 
but 1 slid unfortunately along the ladder, 
and tumbled into the gallery so preci- 
pitantly, as to give myself some severe 
bruises. 

J got up in great pain, and groping 
my way in the dark to a place I knew 
there was a small fusil, some matches 
and several ends of candles. 1 lit one, 
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with which I traversed the gallery, to 
see if the combatants were there still. 
But our cries had frightened them away. 
Seeing ourselves delivered from our 
enemies, I examined all the pieces of 
our tapestry one after another, and 
having made an exact examination, I 
discovered that the bloody battle, whose 
uproar had alarmed my mistress and me, 
was fought on account of a larded le¬ 
veret, for which the cats had disputed 
with so much rage as not to leave a 
single bone of it together. This caused 
me to hang up our loins, our pheasants, 
and partridges, where 1 thought them 
placed beyond insult, after which 1 lay 
down again; but I could not close au 
eye. Besides feeling inyself much hurt 
from my fall, the image of my mistress 
presented itself every moment to my 
affrighted imagination. I thought [ 
had still before my eyes her tawny pelt. 
What a frightful looking animal \§ such 
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a woman naked ! Day at length was 
beginning to chase away the shades of 
so disagreeable a night, and knowing 
that I was by order of rny master to be 
very early at the kitchen, I got up and 
dressed mvself in order to go there. 
As soon as I arrived my master asked 
what news^ from home, and. how was 
his wife. I told him her ladifahip was 
marvellously well,.and that all was well 
at home. I did not tlnnk it prudent to 
speak of the quarrel of the ram-cats, 
lest he should take it into his head to 
impute the doleful destiny of tlie leve¬ 
ret to my bad generalship, and thereby 
punish my negligence. 

It was a fine picture to behold the pre- 
parat^l^lhat were making at the hotel 
to the prince whom they expected, 
different movements that were 
carrying on, and so many people em¬ 
ployed in the kitchen beside those who 
were coming and going. There was 
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but lo ask for whatever you w^autcd, 
and you had it; it is what every one 
was doinii without the smallest em- 
barrassment. You might call it a pub¬ 
lic confiscation of property beyond cal¬ 
culation. Provisions, literally speak¬ 
ing, was squandered away in the twink¬ 
ling of an eye. One said, Give me 
some sugar for the turtles ; and another 
cried out, To me for the turtles some 
sugar; and so on with the rest. You 
had only to change the manner of ask¬ 
ing any thing in order to get it two or 
three times. We call those great feasts 
jubilees, as if we thought ourselves en¬ 
titled to indulgences by pillaging the 
nobleman, whose bread we are eating. 
It is true the river then overflowed its 
banks on both sides, and the fishes 
were swimming in deep water. As 
for me, liUle hawk as I w^as, I waited 
to employ my own claws, when the 
large kites would have their talons full- 
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I felt in the mean time such an itch¬ 
ing in the ends of ray fingers to be at 
work, I could not for the soul of me 
refrain from slipping iny hand into a 
basket of eggs, and putting softly half 
a dozen of them into my pocket. 1 
got up, I am sure, off my left side that 
morning. My master remarked the ac¬ 
tion, and taking it into his head to act 
the honest man and zealous adherent 
at my expence, in order to throw powder 
into the eyes of several servants who 
were present, came up to me with a 
furious air, and knocked me down. I 
fell exactly on the pocket, where the 
eggs were, which were all broken, and 
made a genteel omelet, that was soon 
seen along my leg, and furnished the 
whole company with a fine scene of 
laughter. The cook alone preserved 
his gravity, and adding reproaches to 
the injury, lie told me he would teach 
rae to steal in the house of such a noble- 
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man as he served. In the fury I was in 
against the traitor^I was almost tempted 
to tell him, that no one to a certainty 
could teach me better than he; and 
that those for which he chastised 
me, were laid by the very hens, he 
made me carry hoirie the night before. 
But 1 held my tongue, and consequently 
shunned some kicks in the breech, 
which would not fail to be the price of 
so caustic a reply. 

Notwithstanding the confusion which 
this disagreeable circumstance occa¬ 
sioned, 1 did not forget to thrust into 
my breeches two partridges, four quails, 
and half a roast pheasant, with some 
sweet-breads. This 1 did less through 
interest than a frolick. I did not wish 
that any one should say I was at court 
without seeing the king, or at the wed¬ 
ding without kissing the bride. The 
banquet being over, as my master and 
1 were returning home that night, he 
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said to me, Gusman, my friend, don’t 
be angry with me for what passed in 
the kitchen this morning. Forget the 
blow I have given you ; it concerned 
me more than you think, to use you 
thus ill: I was obliged to act so through 
policy ; at the bottom I was very sorry 
for it. But listen, my child, in order to 
console you for that accident, I will buy 
you a new pair of shoes to-morrow.. 
It would not be with pride Fd get 
them, as 1 wanted them extremely. I 
became so grateful for this promise, as 
no longer to keep any resentment 
against him ; but the knave did not 
keep his word. An incident disagree¬ 
able to me, and which I am going to 
relate, deprived me of this present. 
My mistress this night, gave me a \ery 
bpd reception. 1 judged, since the ad- 
v0rj:ture of the night before, she bad 
Conceived a mortal aversion to me, and 
1 was not deceived in my suspicions i 
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she could not bear my looks, and seem* 
ed to have an embarrassed air. But I 
am sure she was less piqued at me see¬ 
ing her naked charms, as at the hajid- 
sorr^e panegyrick I could make of them. 
Be it as it will, 1 went to bed without 
giving myself any trouble about her sen¬ 
timents, and with the resolution of sel¬ 
ling, next day, the game and sweet¬ 
breads 1 had stolen. I gpt up so very 
early, my unaster was still in bed when 
1 left the house, i ran (a the markel, 
quite sure I wonld have time enMS^ugh 
to get rid of my merchandize,, and be 
at the hotel before him. In effect, as 
soon as 1 had arrived at the great square, 
an old dry miserly-looking gentleman, 
whom I have since cursed as often as 
1 thought of him, offered to buy what¬ 
ever I had to sell him. I was so eager, 
we soon struck a baigain. I agreed to 
give him the wdiole for six reas, and 
only waited for the money to set off to 
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the hotel like a deer. But the more 
impatience and vivacity I shewed, the 
more phlegm and tediousness the old 
rascal manifested. He had first to put 
a small register under his arm, with a 
large rosary, which was twisted round 
it, then to take oflF his thick gloves and 
fasten them to his girdle; aitt.-rwards 
iiaving drawn out a pair of spectacles, 
he spent more than half an hour wip¬ 
ing them, the better to examine the 
money he was to give me. 

In vain 1 besought him to make 
haste ; in vain 1 told him an afii'air of 
the last importance summoned me else¬ 
where ; he was deaf to my entreaties. 
What time did he not spend in untying 
bis purse, and how many pieces did be 
not draw out one after another r Quar¬ 
ter, half-quarter reas, and even mara- 
vedis, looking on each of them two or 
three times in reckoning them into my 
hand. 1 was dying with impatience. 
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Damn you, you old hunks, you stupid 
Ijumdmm, said I muttering, are you 
striving to provoke me, or to keep me 
engaged until my master, who already 
mistrusts me, and who perhaps is this 
moment hunting the town for me, will 
come and surprize me ? It was just 
what I had a right to apprehend. The 
cook had heard me go out in the morn¬ 
ing ; my diligence appeared to him 
somewhat extraordinary, and suspect* 
ing me to have in my head some new 
prank, got up and dressed himself in all 
Iniste to run my scent. He came up 
just at the very instant the old squire, 
after all his slow proceedings, had paid 
me the money. Ho, ho, my youth, 
cried my master, seizing the hand that 
held the money, wliat bargain are you 
making here ? At these wards 1 looked 
as rotten as a smuggler taken in the 
fact. 1 was dumb; I had even the 
patience to put up with a few kicks, 
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and a thousand reproaches, nor did he 
withdraw until he forbad me his house 
and threatened to knock my brains out 
if I should ever have the assurance to 
come near the hotel. 

My chapman for his sins waited the 
end of this scene, which was not less 
sorrow^ful for him than for me ; for at¬ 
tributing to this old sorcerer the bad 
success the sale of my merchandize met 
with, I fell on him in a rage, and tore 
from him my quails and partridges, say¬ 
ing I would have my own, and that he 
might trot after the rogue who carried 
off his money. In the mean time I 
disappeared like lightning, to sell my 
game in some other market, leaving 
behind me the old phlegmatic squire to 
think what he thought proper oi the 
adventure, wliich he probably looked 
upon as a trick concerted between the 
cook and myself. 
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CHAP. IX. 

From the Service of the Cook, Gusman returns 
to his old Employment of Begging, and robs 
an Apothecary. 

It is better to possess a useful talent 
than riches, since fortune is so fickle as 
to give us one day what she will take 
from us the day following. During the 
course of our lives she renders us like 
comedians, who appear incessantly iin* 
dcr new characters. Who would have 
said, that after having served the cook 
so well, lie would have turned me away 
for a triile. So true it is, that thus wags 
the world, for the most faithful people, 
as the reward of a thousand services 
rendered to the great, are generally 
treated in the shiiie manner for the most 
insignificant iransgression. Stop Gus¬ 
man, some one will say, you are going 
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to lose yourself in moral reflections. 
Where will this lead us to? To my 
basket, I will immediately answer; yes 
my friend, to my basket, which being 
for me what eloquence was for Demos¬ 
thenes, and stratagems for Ulysses, hin¬ 
dered me from feeling my present situ¬ 
ation intolerable. Vive le Cabas; long 
live the basket; it may be justly called 
a tit-bit; to taste it once is a sufficient 
recommendation to return to it a se¬ 
cond time. 1 will avow that in recur¬ 
ring to it again, I was not a whit richer 
than when 1 had taken the foolish va¬ 
gary to quit it; for 1 did not lay up in 
the funds what I had stolen during my 
employment of scullion. All that came 
in went out with the exception of an 
o|d coat, which was worth little more 
than the act-of-charity one 1 had thrown 
ofi be lore, 

Lest any one should reproachfully 
say, I returned through pure idleness 



OF GUSMAN OF ALFAKACQE. 121 

to my first trade, before I bought a 
new basket, I thought I ought to offer 
inj^services to some other cooks, who 

were my master’s friends, and whom 

> 

I myself knew. If they had accepted 
them, I would soon have perfected 
myself in their art, of which 1 had air 
ready some good notions, and for which 
I might boast of some happy disposi¬ 
tions ; but they knew I loved gaming, 
and that there was nothing at the hotel 
or my mastei’s, sacred from my gripe, 
when I wanted money. Thus seeing 
myself without any hopes of entering 
into the kitchens of grandees, I resumed 
my old trade ; I shouldered my basket, 
and began to serve the honest citizens. 
If I had not as good^'cheer with my new 
comrades as I had at the hotel before 
my discharge, as a counterbalancing cir¬ 
cumstance I became independent, and 
master of my own actions; and this 
.kind of life was, without doubt, prefer- 

VOL. 1. G 
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»b!e to the oilier. Besides beint^ na- 
rurally sober, 1 had less cause to re¬ 
gret a house where intemjicrance eVA- 
icigned. 

AVe had m the place near Holy Cross 
habitations peculiar to ourselves. Jt 
was-a sin ill body of houses which we 
had purchased with the pul)Iic money. 
We hehl there ourjunlos, and solemn¬ 
ized iu It all our festivals. I got up 
with the suu, tiaversed all the shops, 
went to the iKiuses of the bakers and 
l)iitchers; tin* whole day 1 made iny 
harvest. Tiiose ol our neighbours, who 
had no servants to carry their provi- 
sions took a pleasure to ein|.»loy me, 
and I served them wiih lliat fidelity, 
wliich raised iny reputation in the 
maikets. It was the liei^ht of my 
ainbdiou, and the main ol)ject of my 

Cfuninissions weregiven at this lime 
to some officers to rai^e recruits. When 
that happened, the report spread every 
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where: the people astonished, ran in 
gangs to debate on the business, nor 
wns there a house in which a council 
of state was not held. In our little 
corporation you may jusily suppose we 
were not mute upon the designs of the 
court. We had among us some spe¬ 
culators, whose conjectures were not 
always remote from truili. \^^hea we 
were all assembled at nij^ht, andT each 
related what we had stit n and heard 
during the day in the principal houses 
of tlic city, the debate became gene- 
ral ; and I assvire you, if there were 
some amomg us who spoke imperti¬ 
nently on the su!u<^ct, there were 
others who formed (^pinions, the soli¬ 
dity and justice of whi^'h were found 
justified alterwards by ihe conclusions, 
which iollow(Mi. I remembiu* wt* had 
with us a certain beggar, who had two 
wooden legs, atul who stood whole days 
on a briiige, which ne had chosen for 
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bis post. That wag reasoned in such a 
manner as would have astonished a mi¬ 
nister of state. 

It was decided in our council, that 
the levies which were faising were des¬ 
tined for Italy. It certainly happened 
so, as 1 shall at some future period more 
expressly explain. The first time I 
beard talk of those troops, it made such 
ah impression on my mind, I could not 
sleep that whole night. To crown my 
torments, it brought to my recollection 
my purposed voyage to Genoa. 

Behold me now more than ever pres¬ 
sed with the desire of seeing my rela¬ 
tions there, with whom I did not doubt 
but a splendid fortune awaited me, as 
they were all extremely rich, and some 
of them without issue. I imagined 
the issueless at least would be charmed 
toi^’tiave an heir of my merit. It is 
True, to this agreeable reflection, some 
very sad suggestions succeeded; shall 
I, suicl I, in this garb of wretchedness 
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Iiave the effrontery to appear before 
those nobles ofGenoa? And when I 
shall infornni them I am tbcir relative, 
will they give any credit to my appeal ? 
Even if they were simple onotjgh to 
believe it, they will not fail to treat tne 
as a knave or impostor, to keep up the' 
decorum of their excellencies. Per- 
paps I would not get off upon such 
good terms. My father, to whom the 
genius of his nation, is ^ well know n, 
often said that no one ought to depend 
on the Genoese, when he stood in need 
of their interest or reputation. But a 
moment alter I judged more favorably 
of my kindred. They appeared to me 
in the generous character of my de¬ 
ceased father, whose memory was too 
dear to them, to refuse assistance to 
me in the situation they would see 
me. They will not dare to say, added 
I, that I am a liar. They are too pru¬ 
dent to treat me after that manner, 

g3 
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without having fust questioned me on 
the affairs of our family, and it is in 
this circumstance alone all my hop'es 
are centered. I will tc?ll them some 
particulars, that no one, they will evi¬ 
dently know, could inform them of, but 
the son of my father, who alone knew 
them. Moreover, the particulars are 
such, it would be no way honorable 
for them, if 1 should render them pub¬ 
lic ; this w'ill to a certainty oblige them 
to use me well. 

I floated after this manner between 
hope and despair. One time I thought 
1 flattered myself too much, another 
time I supposed myself too unseasona¬ 
bly alarmed. I stopped at this last con¬ 
jecture, which I found more congenial 
with nf^y own sentiments, verifying 
old proverb, which says. If you 
v^ish to be Pope, fancy yourself one ; 
and resolved to profit of the favoura¬ 
ble opportunity, which those new levies 
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offered, to make the voyjige of Italy. 
One (lay as 1 was sitting near a shop in 
my usual post, and was raving oh the 
infinity of pleasures I would have in 
Genoa, I heard a voice calling me two 
or three time^, which roused me out of 
the pleasing delirium. I cast u-y eyes 
on all sides, to see who knew mv name 
SO well, and remarked it was a venerable 
apothecary, who had often employed 
me before. He made signs to me to 
approach; Iran to him: but two of 
my comrades, who wxre neai'er to him 
got before me, and w ere eager to make 
him accept of their services before my 
arrival; he however pushed them ofif 
in an angry manner, saying, No, no, 
away, away, birds of bad luck, (owls 
of unpromising omens, there is no car* 
rion here ior you ; it is fur my poor 
faithful Gusman. He did not think 
he was telling the truih ; then speaking 
to me, when i was near him,—Open 

G 
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your basket, I give yon, my friend, the 
preference, I opened it, and he imme¬ 
diately threw into it three bags of 
money, which he held rolled up in the 
corner of his cloak. To what brazier 
am I to carry this copper? said I, with 
a smile.—This copper ! replied the 
apotltecary, smiling in his turn. You 
a beggar, and take this ftwr copper 1 
Come, rny friend, continued he, let us 
go, I am in a burry,. I must pay a 
foreign merchant who has sold me 
some drugs. 

That indeed was his design, but I 
formed another as soon as I had heard 
those charming w ords expressed; 
** Op^n your basket.^ The birth of an 
only son causes not more joy in the 
breast of a tender father, than I felt at 
those sweet words, which literally 
speaking, were engraved in letters of 
gold on my heart, if I may be allowed 
the expression. I looked on those 
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three bagsi as a present which fortune 
had sent, to put me in a situation of 
acting a genteel part in Genoa. 1 be¬ 
lieved them aiteady in my possession^ 
My man, who did notin the least mis¬ 
trust me, having made more than one 
proof of my fidelity, walked on before 
me, and I began to follow him, feign¬ 
ing from time to time, to have a neces¬ 
sity of stopping an instant to rest 
myself, as if I had found the burthen 
a little too heavy, though in my heart I 
wished it double the weic-ht. I Was 
dying with desire to meet a crowd, r)r 
even some by-way, which might afford 
me the means of disappearing suddenly 
from the view of the apothecary. Just 
as we w'ere passing a house I knews 
and which had a back dour, I darterl 
into it with peicipitation; and after 
having crossed it without finding any 
orte in my way, I passed through two 
.or three streets in less than a minute, 
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with as much celerity as if 1 had wings 
to my feet ; but wlien 1 judged my man 
had lost my scent completely, I walked 
at an easy rate, and ;With an air appa¬ 
rently tranquil, in order to avoid giving 
any suspicion of the trick I had played. 

1 walked after this manner lo the 
gate La V'^ega, that is, of the Plain, 
from whence, keeping up still a good 
countenance, 1 gained the banks of the 
Man<;anares. From thence, crossing 
the house del Campo^ I travelled a good 
league through bushes and briars. 
About night-fall I slid in among some 
poplars, and stopped in a place the 
most secret, and very near a river, to 
weigh more maturely what plan 1 should 
follow.—It is not sufficient, said I, lo 
be^gln well, if we.do not finish also 
well. What would it profit me to have 
made so good a prize, if I could not 
keep it.^ If I should happen to be pin¬ 
ned, I would be obliged to refund, and 
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would lose iny two ears into the bar¬ 
gain. Let me seek, then, some place 
about here, whore my prey may be in 
safety. 

After having pondered a long time on 
dilleront plans of concealment, 1 de¬ 
termined on making a hole, two feet 
deep in the bed of the rivor, and to 
put lijy basket there, with the throe bags 
ill it. Then having covered it wirh two 
large stones, I thrust very near the 
])lace a long stick in the sand, the bet¬ 
ter to know the spot, which concealed 
iny dear treasure. I his grand operation 
over, 1 lay down at the fool of a tree, 
opposite the buoy 1 .set up, and passed 
the night there, not withoiit uneas - 
ness, though well sat is fieri in seeing 
myself so well in my aOiurs. Just as 
day appeared, I hid myself in a thicket, 
where I had the patience to continue 
until night; then hunger, which drives 
the wolf out of the wood, made me 
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quit my form to go buy some provisi¬ 
ons, nol in the villages round about, 
where the apothecary might have sent 
some alguazils and archers to hunt me, 
but to Madrid, as in fact it was the 
surest place. Independent of my 
hoard, I had money enough for this ex¬ 
penditure in my pocket. I returned 
along the Man^anares to the city, from 
whence 1 returned three hours after, by 
same rout, with a basket, wherein 1 had 
provisions enough for eight days. I 
employed the best part of this night as 
a hungry man, \n stuffing my guts with 
bread and and the rest in sleep- 

ing.‘ 

The next morning in awaking with 
Aurora, I felt myself violently agitated 
with the curious desire of knowing 
what was in the three bags. In vain I 
reflected it was the devil who tempted 
me, and that I could not satisfy my cu¬ 
riosity without running the hazard of 
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being seen by some one, the tempta¬ 
tion was irresistible. I did not triumph 
over it, but in abandoning myself to¬ 
tally to it. It was necessary for my re¬ 
pose to give myself this pleasure, which 
undoubtedly was the greatest I had 
(3ver experienced since i came into the 
world. I approached the river, and 
after having looked with a scrutinizing 
eye to the right and left, to see if I 
could perceive any one, I drew my 
basket out of the water, carrizd it wet 
as it was to.my den, and there opened 
my dear, dear bags. They contained 
two thousand five hundred rfas, all in 
good hard silver, besides thirty pistoles 
in gold, which 1 found rolled up in a 
rag in one of the bags. 1 spent the 
whole day counting and recounting 
my cash with extreme satisfaction ; and 
when night came, I placed them in my 
basket again, w Inch 1 laid back in the 
same hole. 
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Having no design to make a journal, 
I will tell j'ou reader, that having lain 
concealed after this manner a .vhole 
fortnight in the wood of Purdo, I ima¬ 
gined i had nothing further to fear, and 
that all the greyhounds of Justice had 
given up the chase, fatigued and disap¬ 
pointed. I went again to fish up my 
bags, which I placed in the bottom of 
my bread-basket, under some riew pro¬ 
visions I had again purchased at Ma¬ 
drid. As for my old basket, 1 left it 
in the river irtider the two. stones. I 
afterwards cut two sticks, with one of 
which 1 o^tried my basket on my 
shq&l^r, and 1 made of the other a 
kind of staff, with which, pilgrim-like, 
1 took the road to Toledo across the 
country, believing throug’'. a just pre¬ 
caution, 1 ought to keep as far as pos¬ 
sible from the high road. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the young Man he met with in going to 
Toledo, and what passed between them. 

After two nights’ march I went at 
such a rate, I arrived in the morning at 
the middle of the Sagra, near a wood 
called A^uqueyca, about two small 
leagues from Toledo. I entered this 
wood to rest myself the whole of the 
day, not w ishing to go into the city 
until night. 1 sat down under the 
shade of a close branched tree, and 
began to consider what bargains I would 
make. Four times as much money as 
1 had would be too little to purchase 
all the things I proposed getting. To 
tell all the visionary projects that en¬ 
tered my brain, would be beyond*the 
reach of possibility. I no longer feared 
to appear as a beggar before my rela¬ 
tions : for I thought only of Genoa, 
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and made those ideal purchases merely 
to shine magnificently there. 

In feeding my imagination with all 
those chimeras, I could not see run¬ 
ning by me, almost at my feet, a rivu¬ 
let of clear water without being tempt¬ 
ed to refresh myself a little. I there¬ 
upon began to feel some appetite, and, 
putting my hand in the basket, spread 
out the remainder of my provisions in 
order to breakfast. Scarce had I eaten 
a few bits, when I heard some noise. I 
immediately turned my bead, and saw 
with mortal affright a man about four 
paces from me, leaning against a tree, 
at the foot of which he was sitting;— 
but, having considered him with atten¬ 
tion, I took courage: He was a lad 
nearly about my own age: he appeared 
so raw, he had, if I may be allowed 
the^expression, the breast-milk yet on 
liis lips. Although he was very well 
dressed, and had by his side a large par- 
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cel, in which I could discern sonrie 
clothes and linen. He had a pitiful 
look, which gave me no very high idea 
of bis purse. I judged he must be a 
knight-errant of my own description, 
who had also, through a foolish whim, 
left his family to see the world. We 
looked at each other for some moments 
without speaking a word ; but as I re¬ 
marked he fixed an imploring look on 
my provisions in such a manner as to 
persuade me be was hungry, 1 took 
pity on the poor lad* His countenance 
put me in mind of that which I had 
myself before the monk, who gave me 
part of his dinner at the inn, and 1 was, 
not less charitable than bis reverence. 
I asked the young man very politely if 
he would do me the honour to break¬ 
fast with me. Shame hindered him a 
first from answering in the affirmative. 
However, when I asked him a second 
time to join me, he stood no longer on 
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ceremony, and then declared he had 
not eaten a bit for the last twentj^-foiir 
hours;—which I had no difficulty to 
believe, when I saw with what expe¬ 
dition be swallowed down the bread, 
meat, and cheese I helped him with. 
We reciprocally asked each other 
several questions during the repast. 
H« told me he came from Toledo, and 
was goitig to Madrid, and 1, in return, 
said I came from Burgos, and was going 
to Cordova^ He made to me a fine 
romance on the subject of his pilgrim¬ 
age ; nor Was I a whit more sincere 
than he* For a novice, he knew how 
to tell lies very well, nor did he l)elie 
the reputation the people of Toledo 
have of being witty in every sense of 
thfelvord. 1 asked him why he set out 
without provisions ? He answered, that 
being obliged to leave the place with 
precipitation, he had not had time to 
provide himself, and that he was laden 
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more with baggage than monej. So 
much the worse, said I, so mtt#i the 
worse; money is the best piece in a 
traveller’s wallet. Although you should 
go to St. James, in Gallicia, through 
devotion, I would not advise you to 
reckon much on the charity of the 
world, for it is very cold 1 assure you. 
Another resource is wanting to a pil¬ 
grim beside his staff. 1 grant all that, 
replied the Toledan ; I know very well 
it is a great imprudence to embark 
without biscuit; but I could not act 
otherwise, and ^tis useless to speak fur¬ 
ther on this subject. 

It is your own fault, replied I, if you 
don’t repair your omission by getting 
rid of a part of your clothes. 1 believe, 
besides, that pacquet is too burden¬ 
some ; money is more portable. I 
agree with you, said the young man, 
and you may well imagine 1 will sell 
the half of them, as soon as I shall be 
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in a place where 1 can procure buyers^ 
Perhaps, replied I, without going any 
farther, you have met a man disposed 
to discharge you of the best part of 
them, and pay you in ready money. 
Shew me what you have in your bun¬ 
dle, and I will lay aside whatever will 
fit me. At these words my little gen¬ 
tleman turned pale; he took me for a 
thie^ who bad a mind to make him pay 
his reckoning by takii^ firom him some 
of bis clothes, or at least for a wag, 
who wished to be merry at bis expence; 
for my coat, which was not worth four 
maravedis, left him no room to suppose 
I spoke seriously;—it is not ability, but 
dress, that constitutes the man: We 
are apt to think well or ill of him we 
don^t know, by his dress, Tclje te vois^ 
tel je te crois — such, as I see t/ou^ such I 
beffeve you, 

'"I remarked very well his confusiorn 
or, more properly speaking, I read ia 
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bis soul my intentions were suspected 
by him; and, as he answered not, 1 
coolly drew out of my basket one of the 
bags; I untied it, put in my band, and 
made a fistful of reas dazzle his eyes. 
My little gentleman, said I, there is 
enough here, I think, to pay for some 
of your clothes. He changed counte¬ 
nance at my action. He stopped eat¬ 
ing, ran gaily to his bundle, and brought 
it to me, saying |tll that was in it was 
at my service; in the mean time he 
wished to shew me his most heuutiful 
elothes: but I hindered him. Stav, 
said I, this will wait for us. Let us 
finish our breakfast first. These words 
were a new sauce to his appetite: he 
began to eat again, as if he had not al¬ 
ready done honor to my provisions; 
and every now and then manifested 
such transports of joy, which he could 
not by any means conceal. 

In order to destroy the ill opinion 
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which he must consequently form from 
my appearance, and hinder him from 
suspecting the money he saw to be ill 
gotten, I spoke to him as follows: 
“ Sir knight, tho^ appearances speak 
strongly against me, I am probably as 
well descended as you. What I am 
going to relate will shew you that those 
appearances are for the most part de¬ 
ceitful. 1 had, in leaving Burgos, as 
good clothes as you.^ I sold them in 
the first city I passed through, in order 
to disengage myself from a. troublesome 
burden, and covered myself with those 
rags to frighten, or at least to excite 
compassion in those robbers, whom 
a rich dress would have i-nfallibly 
tempted. If I had not had the sense 
to do this, it is a hunflred to one but I 

If 

would have been robbed, and would be 
at this liour without a farthing in my 
ciw’tofh * 1 intend to stop in Toledo, 

and make some stay there before 1 go 
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to Cordova, I have need at present of a 
good coat, and if you have one that 
will fit me, I am ready to pay you for it.” 

The Toledan, burning with impa¬ 
tience to close the bargain, his mouth 
still full, spread out on the green turf a 
well-finished coat, with a cloak of 
handsome, good, dark grey cloth, which 
he accompanied with two fine shirts 
and a pair of silk stockings. I tried 
them all on ; they seemed to have been 
made forme. I he young man did not 
cease saying so, to excite my desire to 
purchase them. One might say he 
dreaded the money would escape him, 
or that I would change my sentiment, 
lie need not fear that: he wished to 
sell, and I to buy. Our dealing was 
the sooner concluded. He asked a 
hundred reas, and I reckoned them out 
without the smallest liesitation. We 
afterward'^ m ide a truck. He gave me 
for niv basket a saddle-bag, in which 
were some clothes, and wherein I put 
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I 


my money with the two shirts and silk 
stockings; as for the coat, I kept it oq» 
and hung up the old one, with the rest 
of my begging dress on a tree, as a mo¬ 
nument of my beggary. The Toledan, 
on hts side, filled the basket with 
clothes and with the provisions which 
remained, which I cheerfully gave him. 
Whilst we were busy with our respec¬ 
tive caies, the sun was insensibly going 
down. At length the hour of our sepa¬ 
ration arrived ;—we embraced each 

I 

other with a thousand demonstrations 
of friendship; after which each of us 
continued our road, both equally satis¬ 
fied with our rencounter. 


CHAP. XI. 

Toledo^ aud acts there the Persoua^e 
of a Man of Consequence.—A detail of liit 
cunous Amours in that City. 

It was beyond nine o^clock, when I 
entered the celebrated city of Toledo. 
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• I gave myself tw0 combings, and, 
above all, took care to brush my shoes 
and stockin£cs well, lo be able with 
effrontery to say I came in a coach. I 
enquired for the best inn. where I went 
to ask for supper and to lodge as a young 
man who appeared to be in good cir¬ 
cumstances, and with a disposition to 
spare no expence. Those are the people 
who are welcome to such places. I 
was shewn a handsome room where 
there was a g()od bed, and was treated 
like a ])rir>ce. 1 supped perfectly well, 
and slej)t still better. 

Next morning, after ordering my cho¬ 
colate, to give them lo understand £ 
was lunie ot* the common sort, I re- 
(juesied a hatter, shoemaker, and cut¬ 
ler, mighibe sent for, to rig myself out 
with the respective articles of their 
tailing, as I wanted a hat, shoes, and 
sword, to correspond with tlie rest of 
my equipage. But the most essentia*. 

VOL, I. || 
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thing to be done Xvas to send for a tailor, 
to disguise as much as possible the coar 
1 had bought, lest, if 1 should per* 
chance meet in the streets the parents 
or relatives of the young man who sold 
it, I might afford matter of suspicion 
dangerous to me. As, in fact, 1 ought 
to fear the coat would be known, and i 
prosecuted for having robbed, or per¬ 
haps murdered, the young man who 
wore it; justice, of course, should 
interfere, and there would be no more 
wanted to destroy me. I asked, then, 
for a tailor. They brought me one, 
who served me to my wish: In less 
than four or five hours he disguised the 
coat so well, in covering the sleeves 
with taffeta, changing the buttons, and 
putting a velvet cap to the cloak, that 
tl^devll himself would have been de- 
<^iVed. 

I satisfied my tailor, and, overjoj^ed 
I could go out now without any 
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apprehension from my dress, I went in 
the evening to walk in the Zocodover, 
where there is generally a great con* 
course of the genteel sort. Quite me¬ 
tamorphosed as I was, I did not cease 
being in dread of meeting some of my 
acquaintance. This fear, however, did 
not prevent me from feeling a secret 
pleasure in being ogled by the ladies of 
f'asy virtue, who, looking on me as <i 
srripliug that had never been as yet at 
•Cyllu ra, wished roshew me the way 
there; [)ut I had resolution enough to 
giiani against llieir seducing glances* 
What astonished me, during this 
walk, was tlie neatness of the gentle¬ 
men in point of tiress. My coat, not¬ 
withstanding the pains my tailor totk 
to adjust and beautify it, appeared so 
shabby in comparison of thcit*s, I was 

b. * 

resolved to gel another. At the lime 
I was forming this resolution, agentlc- 
fnan, mounted on a beautiful mu!e 

H 2 
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crossed the Zocodover. The coat he 
wore charmed me. I found it of a 
taste sogallant, I determined on getting 
one made like it. I was very near 
sending for my tailor that same night. 
I however got the bdltcr of my impa¬ 
tience to wait until morning. It is 
true, without being able to close an 
eye all night, I did nothing but think 
of the elegant figure I would cut in 
this new coat. Nevertheless, whatever 
inclination 1 might have to see myseli 
*80 nicely dressed, some sensibe reflec¬ 
tions would now and then counteract 
my design, when I considered the enor¬ 
mous expence such a dress would 
amount to. 

Irwas no sooner day-light, than 1 sent 
for my tailor, to whom I told my inten- 
after having faithfully depicted 
the coat I had seen, and he promised 
to ‘make me one exactly like it. He 
look upon himself to purchase the cloth 
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and trimnDings, assuring me L should 
be immediately equipt to my heart’s 
content; fori particularly insisted on 
dispatch, as I only waited for this coat 
to get married to a first-rate heiress. 
He did not fail to bring ft to n^e at the 
end of two days. Never was there a 
coat more gallant, or more magnificent. 
Gold sparkled all over it. When I 
had it on, 1 was completely dazzled 
with my own n>ien and shape, which 
* was already well turned, though I was 
scarcely fifteen years. I believe I was 
then the living image of my .father in 
his youth, having, as well as he, a com* 
plexion fair and blushing, and hair of 
a light red colour. 1 was incessantly 
looking at myself in the glass, and soon 
took the thought of sallying forth to 
make myself admired through the city. 
One must be as enchanted, as I was 
with my figure, to satisfy my tailor 
without finding fault with his bill, which 

II 
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ift all conscience might be reduced to 
two-thirds of the amount. Rut too 
much, I imagined, could not be paid 
for a coat of such exquisite taste. My 
landlady seeing me so elegantly dressed, 
told me I could not at least do without 
a lackey. I hired one immediately, 
^vho had the appearance of a page, and 
got a new livery for him, that he might 
hp|)ear worthy of such a master. 

Hie first Sunday after I went to the 
grand church, with my servant, after 
having given him some lessons liow he 
was to follow me, in order to pay me 
the greater honour. I found there a great 
many men and women of comely as* 
pect. I pressed proudly through the 
crowd, and visited the chapels one 
aftfer another, whicli made a great tnaoy 
a^lhroiigh my design, and tliat I cain^ 
f8#e only to shew myself. I placed 
myself between the two choirs, having 
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observed the firiiicipal ladies to fre¬ 
quent this place. 

^Tis there I played the part, I had 
often seen several young fools act in 
Madrid^ and vv^hich I had practised 
twenty times that morning before my 
looking-glass. 1 first made choice of a 
place where I might be seeii from head 
to foot. I afterwards advanced a full 
breast, and supported myself on one 
leg, whilst 1 held out the other with so 
much stiffness, as to scarce touch the 
ground, endeavouring by that to shew 
my nice breeches, and garters com¬ 
pletely in fashion, that is to say, car¬ 
rying all the imagery of trifling foppery. 
As this posture constrained me very 
much, I was obliged to change every 
moment, and made different grimaces 
at the ladies, who were looking at me. 
I smiled on one, stared at another 
with an air of cool indifference ; I look¬ 
ed languishingly on this, and with daz- 



16Q PLEASANT ADVEKTt 

z\ed delight on that. In short, I went 
on so far, that the ladies and gentle¬ 
men, whose looks my unknown face 
and extravagant gestures had attracted, 
began to laugh heartily at my expence ; 
but I took no notice of them; I had 
too good an opinion of myself to ima¬ 
gine any thing ridiculous discernible in 
my manners. 

However all the ladies did not join 
i!) the fun. There were some among 
them who were charmed with my little 
person; for witho4)t wishing to give 
offence to women in general, One may 
safely-say, there nre some, who seem 
formed for the most impertinent fopf<, 
I had among others the good fortune 
to please two handsome brunettes, who 
could not refrain from Icsritying it to 
mei 1 he passion of the one was the 
^ffc of my look’s and grimaces; but 
^ for the sentiments of the oilier, 1 
owe them to my stars, 'file first of 
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iTiy two conquests was a sprightly dam¬ 
sel, who had a roguish eye and a keen 
look. 1 offled her as a novice, which 
did not displease her in the least; these 
kind of virgins love the apprentices a 
great deal better than the masters. She 
answered every glance with one as ex¬ 
pressive, and this was sufficient for nte 
to believe 1 ought in duty to follow her- 
after mass, to know her abode, Shq 
walked Tery slowjy, as much as to in¬ 
form me, it woald bo my own fault i;f 
she escaped me, I walked after her at 
the same gait, speaking to her fro^i 
time to time the most flattering things, 
the most witty and gallant compli¬ 
ments one of my age could think qf. 
She kept silence, and only turned her 
head now and then in such a manner, 
as to assure me she dace say nothing, 
on account of the duenna who accom¬ 
panied her. 

We arrived near St. Cyprian, ia a 

H 5 
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ismall (Jetatched street, wh(?reshe dwelt. 
She made in entering: her house a siitn 
with her hand, to signify she did not 
take it ill of me to follow her, and not 
forget to give a look, that filled my soul 
wiih rapture and love. { remarked the 
lioiise very well, and proposing to my¬ 
self to come from th«!t day hence- 
forward to dance attendance hefore her 
windows, 1 resumed with a light foot 
the way back to rtiy inn. 

I was scarcely in another street, wh(Mi 
a kind of Abigail, covered with a thick 
veil, said in passing by me very quick- 
Jy ; Sir, I beseech you, follow me; i 
have ti^ speak to you on a very import¬ 
ant aflair. 1 did not hesitate an in- 
i walked close at her heels, and 
we both stopped at the entrance of a 
coach-house, whith we found open. 
Thep^; seeing that no one could hear 
she addressed rnc as follows:— 
Charming unknown, you are soaccom- 
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piisliod and anii.4i))e, you will not be 

* 

surprised when 1 tell you a lady of qua¬ 
il ly, who has happened to see you at 
church, is inchanted with your noble 
and gallant appearance. She wishes 
to have with you a private conversa¬ 
tion. She is lately married, and so 

beautiful -. But, added she, 

interrupting herself, 1 will tell you no 
more ; 1 must let you enjoy the plea¬ 
sure of a surprise, which the sight of 
her must indubitably cause. 

All this went down as sweet as 
honey ; 1 could scarcely contain my¬ 
self, so intoxicated was 1 with my own 
merit. 1 aftocted however to seem 
modest; I answered this go-bet\yten, 
that het mistress did me too much ho¬ 
nour; 1 was really confused and did 
not doubt, 1 said, but she was a lady of 
the first rank ; in short, I was all im¬ 
patience to go throw myself on my 
knees before her, to thank her for her 

H 6 
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condescensioo. Sir, replied the Sou* 

brette^ you cannot see her in her own 

» 

house; it would be to risk too much ; 
she has one of the most jealous hus-? 
bands in the world ; but tell me where 
you lodge, and I promise you that you 
shall have to-morrow morning a perso¬ 
nal conversation with her in voiir own 
1 xjgings. I appeared very grateful for 
this promise; I apprised this officious 
waitino-womon of mv abode, who im- 
mediately left me with the greatest 
burry to rejoin her mistress, who was 
waiting impatiently, she said, to know 
if she had thanks to render to love, or 
reproaches to make to brr^*elf. 

behold me then engaged in two in¬ 
trigues ; but I thought 1 ought to be¬ 
stow all my attention on the first; it 
but the second aflTorded exira- 
^dinrary pleanire; it flattered my va¬ 
nity infinilcly. How agreeable is it, 
said 1, to be a handsome man ! scarce- 
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ly am I arrived at Toledo, than I have 
enchanted two beautiful women, who, 
according to all appearances, are of the 
most distinguished rank. Wbat will it 
be then, if 1 continue for any time in 
this city ? 1 will kindle a flame in the 
hearts of all the ladies in it. I returned 
to my inn, my mind quite full of those 
charming chimeras, which however 
did not hinder me from eating a very 
hearty dinner, after which I took the 
field again, as soon as 1 could, without 
feeling any inconvenience from the 
heat of the sun. I flew^ towards St. 

; I passed and lepassed before 
the windows of the house, I had 

seen the lady go in, whd 


looked on one with an ey^^ Inviting 
approbation. No news at all; no lady 
ap])eared: I however persevered; I 
danced attendance until night-fali, and 
my perseverance was at length recom¬ 
pensed ; a small ground-floor window 
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was half ctpeuffd; I approached the 
place, aiid in the nymph, who came 
as if by stealth to present herself to 
my ravished vicw\ 1 immediately re¬ 
cognised my charming princess, who 
said to me with a disitirbed air, that 
she bad /or neighbours a very backbiting 
people, and therefr»re entreated me to 
appear no more in the street, but to 
withdraw myself for some time; that i 
might return in about two hours; that 
she was alone with her servants, and 
that if I wi^ed, we would sup toge^ 
then 1 almost swooned with ecstacy at 
this ravishii^ proposal, which I accept* 
cd, ten^rly kissing the hand, of my 
fair one^HllIl the mean time, 1 begged 
to be allied to have my own dish 
brought That is not necessary, an* 
swelipi the lady; but as the things 
i^idh I have to give, may not be to 
your taste, you are at liberty to act as 
you think proper. 



OF cnSMAN OF ALFARACHE. 1^9 

A s soon m we liad agreed on our re¬ 
spective plans, 1 disappeared, lest I 
should adbrd a cause of tattling to her 
neiglibours, and abuse her kind conde¬ 
scensions to me, I rejoined my page, 
whoaccording tomy orders waited forme 
at the end of the street. 1 gave him mo¬ 
ney to purchase at some good ordinary 
a fine pullet, two partridges, a rabbit- 
pie, with Vour bottles of delicious wine, 
some bread and excellent fruit. All 
those were ready and sent precisely at 
nine o’clock to the lady’s house, where 
1 betook myself also at the same lime. 
She received me with a gracious air, 
and conducted me into a well-furnishcd 
apartment. It was there sbf laid her¬ 
self in a bed of yellow brocade with 
silver flowers, and i remarked at the 
bed-side, under a pavillion of rose-co¬ 
loured taffeta, there was a large tub, 
where the lady sometimes bathed. I 
found in this chamber a table laid out. 
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and a beaufet nicely ornamented with 
my bottles and fruit. 1 considered with 
|)leasure these preparations, which pro¬ 
mised me a few agreeable hours. I 
I could only have wished my amiable 
hostess to appear in a gayer humor. She 
in vain forced herself to seem tranquil 
and pleasant; 1 could only perceive 
she was labouring under some hidden 
tnorrification. My infanta, caid I, in¬ 
form me, 1 beseech you, why that sad¬ 
ness so evidently depicted on your 
amiable face, which you endeavour but 
in vain to conceal from me. Beautiful 
uIIknown, answered she, sighing, since 
I have not been able to conceal my 
grief froq^jirour interesting scrutiny, I 
shall avow to you, 1 am mortified with 
an unlucky accidei^, which lias hap- 
])ened since I s^iw you. My brother, 
mi whom I depend, and whom 1 be¬ 
lieved still busy at court, soliciting a 
considerable employment, has returned 
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to Toledo, about an hour back; 1 H’ould 
have informed you of it, if I had known 
your abode; nevertheless, added she, 
as he is gone to sup with a lady in the 
city, with whom he is in love, I don’t 
ihiilk he will return here before mid¬ 
night. We will at least have the sa¬ 
tisfaction of supping and conversing 
with each other until then ; and what 
ought to console us most, is bis return 
in two dnvs more to Madrid, where be 
will remain three months. I swear to 
you I would be inconsolable, but on 
that account, for his arrtvsK He is a 
man of the most violent temper in the 
world, and in point of honort of a de¬ 
licacy instantaneously^ej^aaq^einied. 1 
cannot tell you hoit t ituhr l^ilhstfained 
whilst he is here; but we will be very^ 
soon, please God, delivered for a long 
lime from him. 

This information moderated my joy 
a little; the unexpected ariival of a 
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l>rother, of a furious brother, too, pr^j- 

sented no very smiling picture to my 

imairiivation* I drew from it a very bad 

omen. I was enraged between skin and 

flesh, thrown completely into a hot fit 

of the ague at this oldiging confidence, 

and wished I had been told of it much 
% 

sooner* Although I was none of your 
great cowards, I loved rather to fight 
in a street than in a bousei where 1 
must necessarily defend myself, or 
•uffer my ears to be lopped ofll I 
thoi^bti Immyer* «itice the evil was 
without reiwedyi I ought to manifest 
some flimiioss wnd intrepidity. I be- 
sougbt^tbe lady to keep up her heart, 
telling liwwhii m air of seeming com^ 
posiire, tlliil if«her brother came to dis¬ 
turbs our convoMtion, whatever reso- 

s 

lul^ he would take, he would find he 
|il^d to do with a spark, that would 
finuke him sc6 a little of the countrv. 
Supper was brought in, and vve both 
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sat do WO to table* We had not as yet 
I^id a hand on the dish, when we heard 
the devil’s loud knocking at the door. 
O Heavens ! cried the lady^ getting up 
with all the signs of a girt distracted, 
here is iny brother, what will become 
of me ? 

One perhaps wmU imagine, that in 
order to support that opinion of bravery, 
whicii my rhodomontade might have 
given the tFetnbling fair one, 1 prepared 
myself to receive courageously this dis¬ 
turber of our pleasures, as I had ewsg* 

I 

geringly predetermined; quite On ttm 
contrary, 1 was so stunned, soafrightedy 
I considered only of seeking some ssy«* 
lum to screen me from his fury. 1 
thought to get under the bed, but the 
sister judging 1 would be better in the 
large tub, made me get in, and co¬ 
vered me with a tapestry. Unfortu¬ 
nately for Illy gilded coat, the tub w«ia 
very dirty and still very wet; besides, 
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I was very far from being at my ease, 
as 1 was as if ^lacked down into it. 

They opened the door at length for 
thjs devil of a brother, who was no 
sooner in the chamber, than astonished, 
or seeming to be so, to find there a 
table and beaufet so well garnished: he 
stood for some moments without speak¬ 
ing a single word ; then all at once 
tweaking silence. What do I see, sister? 
a^id be, with an imperious air. Why 
all those meats ? Wbkh of us has been 
inarri^ to-day ? Wbat brm new thing 
it this? For whom is Ibis festival ? For 
you^ refried the trembling sister; 1 
directed yon* For others rather, re¬ 
plied be; Are you accustomed to treat 
me so rnggnifieently ? You cannot per¬ 
suade me, ft is to celebrate my return 

>4 

IfOif Madrid, since I have already told 
you I would sup out in, the town. 1 
acknowledge that, my brother, said 
the lady: but you know very well, it 
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frequently happens, after having told 
me the same thing, that you return 
unexpectedly home: and ifyou remem¬ 
ber, you have been sometimes in a 
passion with me, for having nothing 
prepared foy you at your return. I am 
not satisfied with your reasons, replied 
the brother, and fear very much the 
scandal of the neighboui hood is but loo 
well founded. For a girl of quality, 
you have not circumspection enough 
in your proceedings: mind what I tell 
you ; you know my delicacy in point 
of reputation ; take care what steps ^ 
you take that may wound ft; for by 
all —• But no matter, added he, 
let us sup, I will at least for this night 
think you had no evil intentions. 

At these words he sal down to table, 
his sister took her seat too, and they 
both began to eat, to crunch my poor 
supper. This bully acted the grumbler, 
stuffing his infernal guts at my expence. 
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The lady said not a single word, which 
he did not contradict. He swofe, he 
blasphemed; and when she dated to 
remonstrate against such brutal con- 
diict» he flew at her like one possessed 
by tlie devil, loaded her with reproaches, 
and seemed as if ready to dash her 
brains out. I lifted up softly two or 
three times a corner of the tapestry, 
which concealed me, to see the coun¬ 
tenance and make of this formidable 
hector, but the apprehension 1 had, 
that he would see me, did not |)ermit 
me to view him aiteiilivelv. 

The time was less irksome to him at 
table, than to me in the tub. 1 did 
not comprehend how so clioleric and 
hasty a man could have so much pa¬ 
tience in eating. He was more than 
an^lfour playing his jaw-bones, and ih«t 
hour appeared lo me an age. He emp¬ 
tied three of my bottles during supper, 
and after the cloth was removed, he 
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caused some pipes and tobacco to be 
brought, in order to expedite, said he, 
the fourth. Then the lady, the better 
to persuade me, how. much she wished 
to have the ruffian removed, besought 
him to go smoke in His own chamber, 
and to leave her at liberty in her own. 
But he told her fiercely, she might go 
to the devil where she choosed; ai for 
him, be would stay where he was that 
night. These terrible and last words 
put the finishing stroke to my despair. 
Until then I had some hopes that this 
abominable man, after having eaten 
and drank his fill, would retire to his 
own chamber, and that I might conti¬ 
nue in that of his sister to pick the 
bones he left. I hoped at least the 
conclusion of the night w^ould be more 
^agreeable to me than the cominence- 
Lment; but 1 could no longer flatter my- 
df with this presumption. The lady, 
fas if she had shared in my distress, 
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ifiqeavctured to turn him from his re- 
Ition, and not bavibg been able to 
it about either by .^ntleaties or 
left the atl the 

"gnmacefi of a pmo^P^c greaiest af- 
.ibdtinn. She was to ikK>ner out of the 

»> , t 

vroom» than hebegaa to go on with the 
TOOBt extravagant actions of a man 
dtank, or out of his senses. Some- 

W ncy. 

'times he sat down, at other times he 


started up and walked about the-room 
with the pipe in his mouth ; after that 
he danced, then taking bis sword, he 
began to tilt with it against the wall. 
In a wordi he whistled, sung, and 
spoke to himself all in a breath, swear¬ 
ing like a Jew to exterminate any man, 
that dare cough, sneeze, or stare at 
him. 


After having spent half the night 
tbos^ vagaries, he laid through precau/ 
tion his sword naked with two pistols 
near his "bed, upon which he |hrex 
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h itnself, dressed as lie iraiS|^nd stretched 
himself at full length on hK hack. God 
be praised, said J to 1 believe 

he woo^t wantrockiDg^io set him asleep. 
He will soon play his aosti|ls as well as 
be did his jawis be&re. I ^as still out 
jn iny calculation* His il^toxicatioiA 
was not like tb|it of any other rational 
being. This madman, instead of com¬ 
posing himself to sleep, did nothing 
for two houi^ but sigh and start up 
every moment, shouting as loud as he 
could bawl, Who is there ? as if he 

^ 'V 

had beard some noise in the room. I 
made no other, however, in my tub, 
but what was occasioned by me raising 
the tapestry the better to hew if he 
slept; which J very often did, from my 
impatience to get out of iliat accursed 
house. At length, HeaiM^i took com* 
passion on me. This swflggirer at day. 
break began to snone. Dien exposing 
myself to eveiy event, 1 left my tub 

VOL. 1. I 
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as dexterous|s 5 as I could. I got to the 

t ^ I ^ ^ 

chamber-door^ walking on tip-toe, with 
Any shoes in my hand; there having 
had the fOpd fortune to find the key 
in the stre^-door lock, I bolted out, 
and sneaked off to my inn. ^ They were 
all still ip bed there, and particularly 
my page^ who, thinking I w'as to pass 
the night in the arms of love, had lain 
down quietly, without giving himself 
any trouble on my account I did not 
wish to disturb any one, and remark¬ 
ing a pastry-cook’s shop open in the 
neighbourhood, I went in, telling the 
master that he saw in me a gentleman 
(lying with hunger, and would do me 
a singular favor to give me something 
to eat. lie told me, there were in 
his oven some petty-patees fit to 
be laid before the Archbishop of To¬ 
ledo, , and would be instantaneously 
got reWy. 1 did not think it proper tog 
lose s6 fine an oppprtunity of refresh- - 
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ing myself, and, \n waitillg for him to 
draw the pies out of thi^ <^4en, I em¬ 
ployed all my wits aboiit^ls cruel -ad- 
venture,upon which theiTWtf thought, 
the more happy I consideifea myself to 
get off even as well as I di^:, ; 

The cook was not w^rong fh boasting 
of his merchandize; I found his pies 
excellent, or else my good appetite 
lent them that exquisite taste they had 
not. When 1 left this shop, it wail 
broad day in our inn. I w^ent up to my 
room and lay down, where I slept pro¬ 
foundly, after having been more than 

an liour tantalized with the remem- 

- » 

brance of the brother and sister, and the 
different parts both of them had acted. 

CHAP. XIL 

Continuance and Conclusion of his Gallantries 

in Toledo. 

I WOULD indeed have slept my belly- 
^full, if two ladies had not arrived to 

I 2 
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seek for fiie »t the inn. One of thcnri 
'was so richly ^dressed, that tny servant, 
daszted the tnagnificence of her 
dress, thii)li|ht he could not dispense 
with trouhhhg my repose. He awoke 
me to annotince to me this visit. I im* 
concluded it was the Abigail 
with whom I had conversed the day 
before, and who, to make me believe 
she loved to keep her word, brought 
lier mistress with her. 1 had no sooner 


desited him to convey her up, than I 
saw a tall^ genteel, handsome woman 
appear. By tier noble mien and easy 
manners, 1 invagmedshe must be some 
titled lady. She immediately advanced, 
and sal down oti a chair near my bed^ 


•• 

side. I sat up in the bed, and, boldins 

V * ^ 

niy ^ight'Cap in my hand, made five or 
lAfc low respectful bows. After 
that I besought h>^ to excuse me if 1 
received her in that manner, tellinp 


her i choosed rather to trespass on de. 
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corum, than to suffer % kdy of her 
quality and merit to wait at tbe door. 
Let us set that aside, answered she, 
and come immediately t^^ tfio point. 
Satisfy rny curiosity first; llow long 
are you in Toledo? Wbat brings 
you here? Will you make 4iay long 
stay ? These questions did HOI in the 
least puzzle a person who knew bow to 
tell lies as fast as a dog could trot. 1 
composed such handsome fables on my 
birth and prospects, she was convinced 
1 was an illustrious nobleman. But one 
truth escaped me, which spoiled all 
my falsehoods; instead of telling her 
I was in Toledo two or jhree months 
at least, I told her I came there only 
to divert myself for some da}%s. I per¬ 
ceived that produced no very goi4 
effect. She had apparently formed on 
me some design, which these words 
|discoDcertt^d ; and, looking on me as a 
bird of passage, whom she was soon 

I 3 
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to lose sight of, she resolved to pull 
some quills out of my wing before¬ 
hand. 

In order iO bring that about, she be¬ 
gan by takidg off her veil with a free 
,and graciotts air, discovering a face of 
perfect bi^huty, hands whiter than snow, 
with a part of her neck whicli charmed 
me; she took off her robe of the finest 
Italian taffeta, and, seemingly without 
any design, drew from her pocket a 
large co.ral rosary, to which were at¬ 
tached some relicks, with several 
golden crosses and other jew'els, with 
w’hich she toyed w^hilst talking to me, 
as if she took no hoed of what she was 
doing, when all at once she affected a 
great surprise in looking on the beads. 
She finished not the conversation she 
had entered on, and began to search 
>^r pockets with an inquietude which 
incr^aeed every moment. 1 asked her 
why she appeared so disturbed. In- 
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V ! 

stead of answering me bescnn to 
search on the floor every wfaere around: 
then calling her attendartfe who was in 
waiting at the chaniber-Jli^, Marcia, 
said she, my dear Marci^f :| have lost 
the great cross of my caplet, that 
large cross which my biisbani||ia8 given 
me ! How unfortunate 1 am !r He will 

' a 
J|V' 

believe I have bestowed it some 
one. Madam, replied the soubrette^ 
you perhaps afflict yourself unseasoni* 
ably—how do you know but you left it 
at home. 1 think I have seen it in 
your closet. It is what I must imme¬ 
diately find out, said the lady. Let us 
return quickly, I cannot live in this 
incertitude. In vain I strove to retakii 
her, telling her there were many such* 
crosses at tlie goldsmiths, and if she 
would consent to it, I would purchase 
one for her. She politely refused my 
offer, and said with an engaging air, do 
not, I beseech you, Sir, oppose my re 

1 4 
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turn. Wbeflier I find it at home, o» 
that it islosti' 1 will not fail to be here 
lo>morroMr Earning, at the same hour. 
Iniinisbinj^iSese words, abe went ont, 
leaving me 4ett pleased with her per> 
son, and wry much afUietcd for her 
precipitil^departure. I could sleep no 
longer, i could do notbtng but rave on 
my good fortune, and the pleasures it 
ptfoiiMSed, until it was time to get up 
fat dinner. When I Was dressed, I sat 
down at a small table, where more 
meats Were laid before me than would 
serve six. In the midst of my repast, 
I saw Marcia retnra, who informed me 
with a sorrowful countenance, that the 
golden cross could not be found, and, 
what is more mortifying to me, my mis* 
ttess accuses the to be the cause. I 
beie'said, she pressed her too much 
tnbrning to dress herself quickly 
IM^come here. 1 have been, through 
curiodty, at a goldsmith’s, to see if any 
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cross like it could be and by good 
luck 1 have found out one the very 
exact likeness of tbe one Ttbat was lost* 
1 inimediately understood what Marcia 
meant, and, aping the nolo of libera¬ 
lity, told her, if she bad to wait 

until I would be done I would 

go with her to the goidsml|b*s, and 
buy the cross she had seen ther^. As 
it w'as exactly what she desired, she 
answered, she would do what 1 plcai^ 
ed‘then beginning to praise her mis* 
tress, she told me all the good things 
in the world about her. 

After dinner we went to the gold¬ 
smith’s, where I made the purchase, 
which 1 gave to the abigail, beseeching 
her to tell her lady, that being in some 
manner the cause of the loss she had 
sustained, I thought myself bound by 
every obligation to repair it. The sou- 
ibrelte, ravished to have her reckoning, 
to have accomplished her design, dts- 

I 5 
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appeared, after having assured me she 
would go make my gallant proceeding 
turn to a pl#fitable account, and that 
her mistress ^ould not fail the morning 
after to Connie uiid testify her grateful 
acknowledgements. 

Assootv^s Marcia had gone off from 
me, I tdft the fancy of seeking an op¬ 
portunity to see the lady from the quar¬ 
ter iof St. Cyprian;—although I had 
0very room to l^lieve that she was a 
cheat, and her brother a btdlyi I loved 
to deceive myself, and, forgetting the 
trick they had played on me, returned 
to their street. I perceived the lady at 
a lattice, and wa8"Very soon remarked 
by her. She made me a sign wdth her 
finger, that she had someone with her, 
but that I should not go away. I con¬ 
tinued, and, about a quarter of an hour 
after, I saw her go out. She went to 
jthe grand church, got in, and., having 
crossed it, in order to leach rati^. 
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Street, and Trom that to Mercer Stieot, 
she sli|>[)e(J into a shop, fr<jm wlience, 
by signal, she suminonecl to her. 1 
drew near und saluted her* How com¬ 
pletely the damned sharper played her 
« 

part! She burst alt at one® into tears 
atcoinuiand, and, complaint^ to lica* 
von to luve so wicked a brollier., sho 
testified to me the very acute she 
had had on iny account. She s>Vore a 
hundred and a hundred times it wr.s nol 
her fault that so distressing an adven¬ 
ture had hafipcned me. She finally told 
me, that, m order to ron«^oie me for 
that sorry night, sRe wpuhl prepare for 
me a better receptibn ; that her brother 
was, that instant, about to set olf for 
the country, wiierc he would at least re¬ 
main two days; that I might return 
that evening to her house.; in a vvoid, 
she spoke to me in such a iBatuntir, as to 
get me jnnorously into her snares again. 
1 had the weakness to psoimsc her I 

1 6 
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would, at oklhufall, call again at her 
house. 

As the had entered that ahop, 

would leitve it without purebas* 

ing some according to the custom 

of wotneoi and she purchased about 
one huiidjNId and 6fty reas worth: but 
when {Moment was talked of, she said 
to the (nerchant. You will, sure, let 
mie Nrve the goods, and give me credit 
tmtil to>morrow; I Will send you the 
money by my waiting-woman. The 
merchant, who did not know herataih 
. or who perhaps knew her too well, re¬ 
fused to trust her;—upon which the 
right honorable SigbotiitMataa, ready 
to seize ev(^y opportunity of complt- 
' menting the ladies, said to the mer- 
ehant. My friend, don’t you indeed see 
the lady is only jdking ? has not the 
Sumr about her I carry her purse, as I 
haV# the honor to be her steward. In 
finishing ‘those words, 1 drew from my 
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pocket, with the best grace in the 
world, some very beaut^iil fine crown- 
pieces, and paid the mtevchant. After 
that the lady and 1 sepwafed: Adieu, 
my chicken, said she tenderly; remem¬ 
ber 1 expect you at nine to-night-but 
I absolutely forbid you to {^tany thing 
prepared for supper; 1 will take tipon 
myself to regale you this turn. 

After a mortal weariness, atidi the 
most teazing impatience on my part, the 
hour of rendezvous being arrived, 1 set 
off for the lady’s mansion, true to my 
appointment, though at the hazard of 
passing a second night in the tub. 1 
approached the door with as much 
eagefaeaa as I hurried from it that morn¬ 
ing. 1 made the signal we had agreed 
on: No answer. 1 repeated it; I nei¬ 
ther beard nor saw any one. 1 was 
surprised, and imagined that the bro¬ 
ther, apprized of the sister’s design, had 
put off his excursion to the country. A 
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moment after, thinl^jpo I had made the 
signal badly, which uas lo strike w ith a 
stone under ^ window, 1 redoubled 
my blows: i urtiglit as well be striking 
tile bridge of Alcantara, I even rapped 
at the door several times. I listened, 
and, hearing not the smallest noise in 
tile house,‘ remained inthe street until 
midnight, without knowing what to 
think of so extiaordinary a silence. 

My patience, at le ngth, was nearly 
exhausted ; 1 was on tiie point of rctir- 
ing, when I saw coming up from my 
side a troop of the police. Through a 
motive of the best meaning caution in 
the world, I gained the end of the 
street, and set niyself to watch them. 
They stopp’d short at my nymph’s door, 
thundered with the knocker, and as 
they muintaiu^ an obstinate silence 
witWfij they bestowed such cudgelling 
on the dbor, they would soon have 
shattered it to pieces with ihcir huge 
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clubs, if a servant hacj not appeared 
at a window, and a$](^d what they 
wanted. Open, openi replied an Al- 
guazil, it is the guard, justice sum¬ 
mons you to open. At this terrible 
name I shuddered all over, and was 
tempted to take to my heels, not know¬ 
ing but I was the immediate cause of 
the search. When a man feels self¬ 
conviction of guilt, those honest gen¬ 
tlemen cannot be met with philosojrfiie 
composure. I, however, took courage 
in making this reflection, that 1 had a 
very lucky escape from being the dupe 
of my princess and her pretended bro¬ 
ther, who bad drawn on them$elves, by 
their conduct, the attention of justice. 

1 advanced even towards the house, 
as soon as the alguazils and archers had 
gone in, and, mixing with the neigh¬ 
bours who bad come down into the 
street to see things more closely, I heard 
one of them say to the rest, They call 
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themselves brother and sister, but they 
are that only on the side of Adam. He 
IS an adventurer of Cordova, who kept 
house a few months back at Toledo 
with a merry iveoch of Seville, at the 
expence of those young fools whom 
they allure into their nets. But for 
their mist>rtune, those two sharpers 
have tricked one of our town-clerks, 
who, in order to be revenged, has 
pilled this trick in return. 

At this discourse the whole mob 

t' 

began to laugh at the expence of the 
town-clerk, principally because they 
kn ew him to be lately married. But, 
IKaugh they were very glad he wi» 
duped, they did not fail, however, to 
applaud his revenge; so true it is, that 
nifone weeps for the chastisement of 
the wretched, if villainous. One may 
even iay, it was a comedy to the by- 
SMItiders when they saw the alguaziis 
Ihd Ir'ft archers lead off this lady all in 
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disorder, together with hetgaUanl, well 
lied and hand-cuffed, to. prison. As 
lor me, notwithstanding, my recollec¬ 
tion of the tub, 1 took little pleasure in 
seeing that miserable wonoan in so de¬ 
plorable a situation. I was the only 
one of the spectators who had some 
pity, though 1 was the person who 
ought to have least. Rejoiced, how¬ 
ever, to be no longer in error on that 
head, 1 returned towards my inn, foolish 
enough to flatter myself still that my 
other inamorata was of a more honora¬ 
ble texture. In vain I waited betmorn¬ 
ing visit the whole of next d;^; I did 
not even get sight of h^ silver-tongued 
abigail;—so that aH my doubts being 
removed that I was a dupe there too, I 
made the most solemn vows to be ever 
henceforward on my goald against the 
fair sex. 
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CHAR XIII. 

Gusman takes ..a fake Alarm, and suddenly leaves 
Toledo,—Another amorous Adventure on the 
Road.—Origin of that Proverb, At Malagon 
in every House a Thief, and, in that of the AI- 
caid, the Slather and Son. 

Such was the end of my gallantries 
at Toledo, and, to crown my perplexity, 
I oWBt, in arriving at my inn, an algua- 
zil, who was, they told me, from Madrid, 
and they further added that he enquired 
very particularly for a certain quidam, 
of whom he Was in quest. I did not 
hear that iinmov^: nevertheless, quite 

f 

troubled as I was", I kept up a good 
l^ountenanceenougii; but 1 was ao;itated 
the whole eight with an inquietude 
which robbed of all repose. I got 
up: very earljr:;:^Xt morning, and, with 
my mind still full of this cursed algua* 
zil, went to' walk to the Zocodover. I 
had not made the circuit of the place. 
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\vh\n I heard cried. Two return mules 
for Almagro. 1 no sooner heard this 
cry, than 1 immediately profited by it. 
I determined that instant on hiring the 
two mules, as if I had a presentiment 
of finding at Almagro a company of 
soldiers ready to depart-for Italy. I 
spoke to the crier. We agreed on the 
price. After which I sent my lackey 
to pay my landlord and fetch my bagr 
gage, which consisted of a valise, in 
which was my dress of mock-nobility, 
with some fine linen and the rest of 
my money. As soon as he returned I 
gave him one of the mules, mounted 
the other myself, and charmed to find 
so opportunely the meanaof quitting 
Toledo, took the road 10 Orgaz, where 
I slept that night. 

There w^as in the inn t put up at, a 
handsome servant girl, ivho by her 
witty conversation and agreeable man¬ 
ners, seemed to have received an edu- 
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cation far above her condition. I scrap¬ 
ed acquaintance with her, and in our 
communications felt thos e desires en¬ 
kindle, which I made no point of con¬ 
cealing frond her. She was not of* 
fended: she had even the goodness 
to promise me a visit some time 
during the night. But, my little jewel, 
said I, will you not disappoint me } 
May I depend on your word?—With* 
Out doubt, said she; you are too hand* 
some a gentleman to impose on you. 
You will see, if I faUL 
They put me to sleep in a room be-^ 
low Btaiiey where there was some 
barley, the door of which 1 took care 
to leave open, that the girl might come 
in whenever she judged most conve¬ 
nient. In waiting for my fair one, I 
fell asleep, though people very seldom 
slumber whilst engaged in so agreeable 
an expectation. But the inquietude, 
which the alguazil had caused in me 
the night before, not having permitted 
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me\o taste the enreets of repose, I had 
8lil] more desire to sleep than make 
love* However a little iK)ise« which I 
heard in the room, was able to awaken 
me. I was suae it was my lovely Then^ 
coming to throw herself into my fond 
arms, and wishing to receive her with all 
the gratitude her punctuality in keeping 
her word seemed to deserve 
said I, quite low, approach my cherub, 
1 am dying with impatience. No one 
answered me; 1 imagined the dear 
rogue purposely kept silence the better 
to irritate my desires. In thk confi¬ 
dence, half out of bed, 1 stre^ehed out 
my arcris to seize her* t felt something 
soft under my hand, but of that kind 
of softness which really electrified me;, 
as, in fact, it was huge ear of a 
jack-ass, who having left |ii$ stable, had 
been aUracted to my chmsibef by the 
smeii of the barley, which was there* 
The aiiitnaU who at the iime 1 touched 
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him, had his head stooped, raised if for 
my sinsquite suddenly,and gave mesuch 
a chin-chopper, as made my jaw-bones 
rattle together, and filled my mouth 
with blood. Swearing a prayer or two, 
I bounced out of bed with the full inten¬ 
tion of running my sword through the 

tripes of the d-d beast, who, by very 

good luck for him, was affrighted with 
the noise I made, and took to his heels. I 
wenttobed again,storming against love, 
and renewing the oath I had already 
made of being ever on my guard against 
its delusive snares. 

A moment before day I began to 
doze ; but the muleteer came to inform 
me that breakfast was ready, and that 
if I wished to reach Malagon any way 
timely that day, I had no time to lose. 
I.was very soon on my legs, and, after 
having eaten some bits of whatever it 
pleased the landlord to lay before me, 1 
wished to mount rny mule, who gave 
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me a^kick lhat would have lamed me 
all the days of my life, if I had been a 
little farther from her, but fortunately I 
was so close to the vicious animal, she 
could do me no great hartn. To the 
devil with every she of yojai; kind, or 
even with every sort of a she f was my 
immediate ejaculation after so fortunate 
an escape—1 am born to be mabtreated 
by them. In order to divert my fellovr- 
travellers, and make the road short,- I 
related to them the whole adventure of 
the ass, which was a very interesting 
recital for the muleteer; who told us, 
after having laughed his belly-full, that 
Luzia (for so the servant maid was call¬ 
ed) had acted more faithfully with him ; 
that she kept company with him the 
most part of the night, and, finally, 
that he would have me to know, that 
inn-keepeiV servant girls belong by 
right to the muleteers, for the profitable 
customers they generally bring to those 
/houses. 
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We arrived that evening at Malagon, 
from whence, thank Heaven, 1 set off 
the momii^ following, without any 
new trick being ^yed on me by for- 
tune, if I may except a bottle of deli¬ 
cious winei which was stolen from me, 
and whtcll { missed after riding three or 
four fugues. As God’s alive, said 1 
laughing, this theft verifies the old 
mi$%e completely, which says:—At 

' ' V 

Matagon in every house a thief, and in 
that of the Alcaid, the father and the 
son/^ Upon which the muleteer asked 
me, if I knew the origin of that pro- 
veili. I answered no, and would be 
oUiged to him to inform me. This is 
it then, said he, if 1 can believe a good 
old man from whom I have it. 

In the year 1*36, Don Fernand, sur- 
l^med the Saint, king of Castile and 
vil^oa having information one day, that 
the Christians had penetrated as for as 
Cordova, and rendered themselves mas- 
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cers of the suburbs^ which they call Ax** 
arquia; but the Moors to whom the 
pl«;e then belonged^ and who were 
much superior in number, were pre^- 
paring.to drive them out. This mo¬ 
narch, zealous for his religion, resolved 
to fly to the assistance of the Christ!- 
ans. He sent off' an express respect¬ 
ing his intention to Don Alvar Peres de 
Castro, who was then at Martos, and^tO 
Don Ordogno Alvarez, These two 
noblemen, the principal lords of Castile, 
came with all diligence totheking, who 
immediately set out with them. As he 
had but one hundred knights with him, 
he issued orders to all his vassels and 
soldiers* who might be in the cities, 
boroughs and villages of his dominions, 
to march with all speed towards Cor¬ 
dova, His orders Would have been 
followed by a proorptoxecutidn, if tiiOe 
had permitted. But it was then the 
month of January, and the rains, toge- 

VOL. I. K 
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ther with tfee snow had swelled tlie ri¬ 
vulets exceedingly, and caused the 
large rivers every where to overflow 
fheirbaqks in such a manner, that the 
soldiers not being able to advance, were 
undt-r the necessity of stopping, sume- 
times in one place, and sometimes in 
another. 

There arrived so great a number at 
Malagon, tlicy were obliged to billet 
a soldier in tverv Itoiise, and two or\ 
every citizen of property. The com¬ 
mander of these troops and bis sou, 
who was also an officer, fell to the 
lot of an Alcaid. Though the town 
%vns large enough, still there was so 
great a number of people, that provi¬ 
sions became dearer in propeution to 
the continuance of the bad weather. 

soldiers seeing it out of their pow¬ 
er to purchase provisions so very dear, 
began to steal in order to support them- 
sefve?. Whilst things were going on after 
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this‘manner, a good-humoured peasant 
going to Toledo, met a troop of horse¬ 
men on the road, who asked him from 
whence he came. He said, he came 
from Malagon. What news, my lad, 
from Malagori ? said one of the horse¬ 
men. The peasant made him that 
reply, wliich has since bt^caine a pro-^ 
verb:—At Mahigon, in every house a 
thief, and in that of the Alcaid,, the 
father and the son. 

It is then unjust to explain this adage 
to the disadvantage of the inhabitants, 
since they were the injured, and not the 
injuring party. One may even say to 
their honour, that from Madrid to Se¬ 
ville, there is not a stage or inn, where 
people are better treated, or less flayed. 
As to thhrest, I do not pretend to sup¬ 
port, that It is more exempt from thiev¬ 
eries than elsewhere ;.but 1 assure you 
they are not the most dishonest people 
in this country. 

K 2 
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As the muleteer finished these w6rds, 
an ass-driver of his acquaintance passed 
by, of whom we asked the news of 
Alinaf!;rD, from whence he came. He 
told us, there was a company of sol¬ 
diers there newly raised, and destined, 
as every one supposed, for Italy. I 
^leaped with joy at this report, and par¬ 
doned fortune for all she had hitherto 
made n)e suffer, on account of the 
good opportunity she now offered me 
to isatisfy the violent desire 1 had of vi¬ 
siting Genoa. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Guimaa offers himself to serve in a Company of 
new-raised Recruits.—How he is received by 
the Captain, and in what I^anner they lived 
toj^cthcr. 

O 

>My whole apprehension was re* 
v&pecting the ass-driver’s veracity, lest 
his inforntation was a falsehood; bnt. 1 
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was"persuaded, in entering Almagro, 
he told the truth. I perceived colours 
in the window of a house where I sup¬ 
posed the Captain lodged. I dismount¬ 
ed at an inn very near, and 1 only 
thought of reposing myself until next 
morning. 

Then being decked out in my. best 
clothes and finest linen, I betook my¬ 
self to the first church, w'here I heard 
mass, and from thence to the Captain^a, 
whom L saluted with such an ab as to 
leave him no room to doubt but that f 
was a young man of quality. I told 
him I came purposely to Almagro to 
join his company, breathing nothing but 
the inexpressible honor of serving my 
king. He received me with the greatest 
politeness ; he began to testily his joy 
tosee^me have the disposition to enter 
so early in the career of glory ; he then^ 

* thankied me for the preference I had' 
giVeni his company, which would find 
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itself much honored rn possessing a 
gentleman of a noble family, as it was 
easy to discern I was one of that de¬ 
scription. I am sorry, added he, that 
all our pests are filled up ; but if I can¬ 
not offer you one, 1 can, at least, share 
iny own w'ith you, and we will live to¬ 
gether, as if you were captain as well 
as I. 

To prove to me that words so ho¬ 
nourable were not lip-labour compli¬ 
ments, be kept me for dinner, and re¬ 
galed mo very handsomely. He did 
not, however, forget, unknown to me, 
to commission one of his valets to 
inform himself from mine, who 1 was. 
My page, w^ho had more than once 
heard me say, my name was Don Juan 
de Gusman, of the house of Toral, as¬ 
sured him that was the name ! went 
by; as for any further information, he 
himself was at a loss. That .was re¬ 
ported to the Captain, who piously be- 
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lieved I was a youn;^ branch of that 
illustrious race. For my part, I invited 
him the day following to iny inn, and 
-spared no cost to render the enteriain- 
iiient worthy of a gentleman, who would 
effectnaUy have been, what my servant 
said I was. 1 did not sto|> at this din¬ 
ner. 1 gave so many others to the Cap¬ 
tain and the principal officers of the 
company, it is no wonder if they all 
loved and looked upon me as a subject, 
who did honor to their corps. The 
Captain, above all, treated me with such 
marked repect, as to sometimes pUt me 
out of countenance. It is true, in order 
to keep up his friendship, 1 sent him 
every day, by my page, some little pre¬ 
sent or another, which he, of course, re¬ 
ceived to testify to me his affection. 

In the mean time my purse, which 
had not, like the sea, its flux and reflux, 
visibly emptied itself, without filling 
again. I had already dissipated the half 
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of my reas, as well in clothes, amo'jrs, 
and travelling expences, as in feasts and 
presents, without reckoning all I had 
lost in gambling with the officers, the 
most of whom knew better than 1 bow 
to render fortune favourable to them. 
1 was, however, still sufficiently in fund, 
to support for some time, the fine per¬ 
sonage I assumed, when the time of 
marching arrived. 1 followed the cotn^ 
pany in quality of volunteer to the coast, 
where it had orders to stop until the 
galleys, which were to convey it with 
som^ other troops to Italy, should ar¬ 
rive at Barcelona, where the embark¬ 
ation was to take place. But it pleased 
tjrod that this circumstance did not 

i, I 

happen for three months after, which 
gave the finishing stroke to my ruin; 
for Wishing to continue my mode of 
living with the Captain and the other 
officers, as 1 had begun, 1 very soon 
found tBvself reduced to muke use of 
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corps de reserve, I mean my thirty 
pistoles in gold, which I hitherto had 
not touched, and which I expended 
with little discretion as iny reas. 
When I saw myself at the end of ray 
last piece, 1 sold my fine coat, after that 
my linen ; then I got rid of my valet, 
who went to seek his fortune elsewhere, 
and having no more money for play, I 
ceased to frequent the qompany of our 
officers, who guessed but too well, the 
reasons which obliged me to change my 
conduct. 

RefiiCtions came then in crowds to, 
present themselves to the prodigal sou. 
If I was incapable oFmaking any whilst 
I had money, in recompence I made 
now millions, when I bad nothin^. I 
recalled all my past follies, and uttered 
all the reproaches against myself a pro¬ 
fessional pedagogue would have been, 
able to make. 1 formed the resolutiort. 
of being in futurq a good manager, as if 
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I had still had ba^s of reas in my valjse. 

1 principally repented of having given 
so many good dinners to the Captain^ 
who, reinaiking that 1 was at low-water, 
no longer invited me to his table. The 
other officers judging I had nothing 
more to lose, turned their backs on me. 
The sergeants, who before watched my 
levees, and were punctual in their visits 
to me as their second captain, and 
thought themselves honored by a casual 
salute, sought me no more; not c\ne, 
even to the common soldier, but shun¬ 
ned me. * 

If any thing could console me in such 
a wretched situati^, it was, that dur¬ 
ing the course of my prosperity, I bad 
not committed the, smallest act of 
knavery; that gave the Captain a very 
good opinion of mfe, who believing me 
more than ever a young lad of distin¬ 
guished birth, preserved always his first 
conceived esteem in spite of my mi- 
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s^y. He gave me a tolerable recep¬ 
tion when 1 went to see him, without 
seeming to take any notice of my affairs. 
He did not fail however being moved 
with my situation, and could not refrain 
from saying one day, that 1 appeared 
to him more than usually cast down ; 
My dear Guj?man, I should have been 
very hard-hearted and ungrateful, if 1 
were insensible to your present embar¬ 
rassments, after the many testimonies 
of friendship you have given me; but 
know, my friend, that my fortune is 
not a whit belter than your own, and 
that 1 am sorry my circumstances are so 
inadequate to my inclination to testify 
to you my gratitude and attachment. 
All I can offer you in the present ur¬ 
gency, wherein I see you irremediably 
sunk, is a lodging in my house, and the 
table of inv domestics; for J have 
ceased, through necessity, to eat at 

K () 



£01. PLEASANJ ADVENTURES 

home, being totally incapacitated 
entertain mv iVienda. 

This proposal, which he did not 
make without blushing, waa accompa¬ 
nied with so iii^tny obliging expressi- 
.ons, that I accepted it without hesita¬ 
tion. Stiff-necked haughtiness is un¬ 
becoming any one, much more a man, 
, who has not a penny in bis pocket, and 
knows not where to lay his bead. It 
IS a cameleon, which lives only on the 
wind. Behold me then become in 
some sort a* domestic of the Captain, 
after having been bis companion. But 
I owe him this justice; very far from 
treating me as a servant, he had always 
for me a particular regard. If any 
thing was to be done in his service, he 
always requested, instead of bidding 
me to do it. 

On my side, in order to maintain his 
friendship^ earn the bread be gave 
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mp, I shewed myself more zealous than 
hik*servants lo serve him. I prevented 
bis wishes. As he believed me pos¬ 
sessed of as much discretion as 6deliiy» 
and even of a great deal of prudence, 
although 1 had sufficiently proved the 
contrary by the dissipation of my own 
property, he wished to ultimately in¬ 
form me of the present state of his af¬ 
fairs, in order to let me know, said he, 
he had an entire confidence in me. 

He told me then he was sofa^ nt low 
ebb, that some jewels he still bad, con¬ 
stituted his last and only resource. Do 
you know, added he, what has reduced 
me to this extremity ? It is the time I 
have been obliged to spend in solicit¬ 
ing my commission, and the presents 
1 was necessarily compelled lo make in 
order to obtain it. Yes, 1 would gladly 
renounce it, if 1 was lo begin again, 
notwithstanding the very great desire 
every Spanish gentleman naturally has 
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to acquire some glory, by the ^vay \of 

✓ 

arms. In fact, beside what money I 
lost in the pursuit, 1 cannot think of 
some circumstances without extreme 
confusion. How often liave I stood 
whole days with rny hat in my hand, 
begging, flattering, bowing to the 
ground, crossing courts, one time speak¬ 
ing to this one, another time accompa¬ 
nying that one; in a word, drndging, 
creeping, and doing a thousand acts of 
meanness. But the most mortifying 
circumstance, and which was most sen¬ 
sibly feltby me,happened on the even¬ 
ing of the day 1 was promised my com¬ 
mission. After eight months of solici¬ 
tations and submissive attendance, such 
as I have mentioned to you, 1 accom¬ 
panied the minister, whose smile was 
iny sunshine, and who was then leaving 
the palace. I attended him to his 
coach with the most profound respect, 
he got in, and I, through the worst of 
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bad luck, put oti my hat a moment be- 
forfe the coach set ofl'. The minister 
perceived it. He darted a furious look 
at me, and made me well feel my action 
displeased him, as iny commission was 
not delivered to me until four months 
after. I ran even the risk of being put 
ofl’ to the Greek Calends for my pains 
and expences. 

God preserve me, continued he, rais¬ 
ing his eyes to Heaven! God preserve 
every honest man from having any 
thing to do wit-b people who have 
power and a bad inclination together! 
How absurdly blind are those idols of 
the court, who will have themselves 
adored as deities. They have appa¬ 
rently forgotten that they are no more 
than miserable comedians, who have 
got some fine parts to act, and who, at 
the end of the piece, that is, of. their 
lives, go behind the scenes as well as we. 
My Captain affected me very much 
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by this discourse, and I felt myself 

r 

more penetrated with his misfortunes 
than my own. I testified to him,, in 
the strongest terms my heart and soul 
could furnish, that there was nothing 
I was not capable of undertaking to get 
him out of the embarrassment 1 saw 
him in; in a word, that ] would vvii.- 
lingly expose my life for his service. Ho 
thanked me for my good will; but 
what assistance, pursued be, smiling, 
can I expect from you in your present 
situation? I will see what I can do, 
said L If I am young, in recompence 
necessity whets the judgment, and may 
supply the want of experience. Leave 
me only to think on the means of mak¬ 
ing yt)u live comfortably until out em¬ 
barkation. The Captain smiled again at 
these words, and, without saying a 
single syllable, shook his head, as much 
as to say, he had but little confidence 
in expressions dictated by an indiscreet 
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zeal. If he had known my talents, he 
would have judged better of me: But 
I soon forced him to render me justice^ 
As the galleys delayed in coming, we 
were obliged tochange our quartersvery 
often, and were billetted upon * staple 
allowance in the villages. Wherever we 
were billetted, I gave a dozen of those 
oltlers, which brought ua at least twelve 
reas each, and some of them fifty from 
the bouses of richdabourersas for 
1 had free quavtere in every bouse, with¬ 
out being billetted iaan/)^; nor did one 
of them escape nae„ where I did not 
play some sleight of hand. I would, 1 
believe, have taken the watej* out of 
their wells, sooner than go without 
something. By those means I set the 
pot boiling in the Captain’s kitchen. 

* Et I10U8 logions par etappe dans les villages. 
Etappe was a magazine in Spain, from which the 
' BoldicTB drew their daily allowance by a writtca 
order from some sujicrior officer. 
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His table resumed its usual respcctabi' 
lity, and the subtility of my hands fur¬ 
nished him abundantly wherewith to 
make good cheer at a cheap rate. 
Turkeys, geese, hens, pullets, and pi¬ 
geons, fell thick like hail into his 
kitchen; nor did I even let him want 
for hams in abundance. 

If perchance it happened, that th-^ 
master of a house caught me in the 
fact, and that thetbeft was insignificant, 
it was only made a laugh of; but if it 
was of any great conseqiienee, I was 
only bremght before the Captain, who 
reprehended me with a terrific severity 
of look, and confined me in his own 
'foom, where I received by his orders a 
hundred lashes of a whip, which 1 never 
felt, though I accompanied every lash 
wdth such piercing shrieks as made the 
whole bouse to echo. One w'ould 
im^ine I was torn to pieces, though 
not touched at all. That satisfied the 
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pillaged plaintiffs, and saved the of¬ 
ficer’s honor. Sometimes eve nr the 
poor devils would intercede for me 
theitiselves, and through compassion 
beseech the Captain to pardon my 
transgression. 

Jestings utitimately tends toserious- 
nCsSS, or great matters may arise from 
small beginnings. After these little 
strokes of genius, 1 wi&ihed to under* 
take more important trespasses. 1 se* 
lected for this purpose five or six de¬ 
termined fellows of the company, with 
whom I went disguised to gather lau¬ 
rels on the high road. We slopped 
some passengers, w'bo gave us their 
purses with a docility, which prevented 
crimes their resistance would proba¬ 
bly have forced us to commit; but our 
Captain was no sooner informed of an 
affair so desperate and delicate, than 
he suddered at the consequence, aa 
well for me as for himself. He for- 
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bid me that pastime, and compelled 
me to confine myself to more innocent 
diversions, such as hading pass-volants,, 
when there was a question of a pass- 
muster. This is what I understood to* 
a miracle. I knew so very well to- 
change the figure of the same soldier, 
whether by a false beard, or a patch 
over his eye, he might without the 
smallest danger of discovery receive 
three times his pay; in a word, I be¬ 
came so.usefiil to the Captoin, that he 
declared, my industry aipne was worth 
more to him than all the perquisites of 
his company. 


CHAP. XV. 

Ousnaan marchea with the Company to Barcelona,, 
tricks a Goldamith and embarks for Italy. He 
arinves at Genoa. 

l]nE galleys at length arrived at Bar¬ 
celona. As soon as we had advice of 
their arrival, we marched there in. order 
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to embark; but the winds proving con¬ 
trary, and the weather being in every 
other respect unfavorable, we were 
obliged to make a considerable stay in 
that city. It was no longer that coun¬ 
try of resource, where one with a little 
dexterity and address might live splen¬ 
didly at a cheep rate. I soon saw my 
^Captain fall into his usual melancholy, 
the cause of which I easily penetrated. 


1 ought indeed to know his malady, as 
I w as the only physician who knew how 
t^cnre him, and who had before ad¬ 


ministered to him, the healing balm of 


plenty. 

I'or ibis once I felt my natural cun¬ 


ning at a stand, not knowing the map 
of Barcelona, or the genius of its inha¬ 


bitants. 1 failed not at all events to 


offer my specific to my patient, who 
thereupon told me with u very serious 
ak, that we had no longer to deal with 
peasants, and must necessarily sound 
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the coast, ere we ventured in. Diffi¬ 
culties only served to irritate my in¬ 
vention, and an idea occurred, which 
I was resolved at all chances to follow. 
I have already said that the Captain 
bad some jewels, which he kept as a 
pear for his thirst, as a provision for a 
rainy day. Among those jewels, was 
a golden relic, garnished with some 
precious stones, which he was deteT- 
inined to dispose of, in order to support 
hinaself until the time of embarkation./ 
1 besought him to shew me the trink^jjt, 
and asked him, if he had so much con¬ 
fidence in me as to leave it in my hands 
for a day or two, adding at the same 
time, that 1 would restore it to Imn 
with usury. At these words he as- 
sumed a gay look, and smiling, an- 
swiired, Oh, oh ! nty little friend Gus* 
man, are you meditating on some of 
yoursleiglit-of-hand touches, which you 
so judiciously know bow to practise ? 
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My Captain, however, consented, 
lie gave me the relic, saying, he wished 
my enterprize might have a fortunate 
conclusion. No one was more inte¬ 
rested in it than he, since the whole 
profit would devolve on him. I put 
the trinket in a purse, which 1 con¬ 
cealed in my bosom, after knotting its 
string in the button-hole of my waist¬ 
coat Thus equipped, I entered the 
house of the first goldsmith I was 
shewn, and who, by good luck for me, 
^was known in the city for a first-rate 
usurer. I asked him if he would buy 

a very handsome relic, and at the same 
%/ 

time shewed him the one I had. I 
perceived he was very well pleased with 
it, though he afiected not to appear so. 
I did not wait for the usual questions 
respecting the hono'^ty of the seller, or 
tVie security of the purcijaser; I told 
him 1 was a soldier in a company of 
new-raised recruits, w hich was to pass 
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over to Italy; that having consumed 
all the money 1 had, and no expecta* 
tion of any fresh supply, I found my¬ 
self reduced to the melancholy alterna¬ 
tive of selling that relic, which nothing 
but the most extreme necessity could 
force me to part with.-—Go, pursued I, 
go, inform yourself from my Captain, 
the other officers, and the soldiers 
themselves, who 1 am. They will tell 
you my name is Don Juan de Gusman. 
Upon the report they will make you of ^ 
me, you will see if you can with safety 
purchase my relic or not. Whilst you 
are making those enquiries, 1 will wait 
for you on the quay, where an affair 
calls me. 

The goldsmith, vrho did not wish to 
let the trinket escape him, took his 
cloak, and ran immediately towards the 
xjuarters where I told him we lodged. 
He failed not to ask some of the offi¬ 
cers, and even the soldiers, if there 
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was any such person as Don Juan de 
Gusman belonging to their company. 
Both one and the other (for I was gene¬ 
rally beloved) assured him 1 was a 
young man of quality, (and devil a lie 
they told him in that; but ic is easy to 
guess the kind) who had a design of 
passing over with them to Italy, and 
that they had seen me make a very 
shining figure. They, in short, gave 
him such a good character of me, he 
'''cturned with all imaginable speed to 
seJ^k me on the quay, where there was 
no danger hut he would find me, as 
I was not there but for the purpose of 
waiting for him, and tricking him into 
the bargain. He told me when he 
came back, he would he obliged to 
me to let him see the relic again, and 
that he would buy it. 1 will indeed, 
answered I; but let us go a little aside. 
We have no necessity to bring a mob 
round us. I drew the trinket out of 
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the purse and gave it him to examine 
anew. He looked at it on all sides, and 
after having considered it well, he asked 
me how much I would have for it. I told 
him two hundred crowns in gold, and 
that was only half its value. The old 
usurer feigned astonishment at this 
. price, and began to toll me tlie gold of it 
was notof a fine kind. Besides that, he 
, fpundagreat many faults, as well in the 
workmanship as in the jewels; neve; 
thel^ss, he would give me a hundre/ 
crowns for it. 1 .seemed snrprise(|;* in 
my turn. It is not enough, cried I, 
you only mock me. You both abuse 
and take advantage of my situation. 
But whatever necessity I may have for 
money, I declare you will never have 
it for less than a hundred and fifty 
crpwns. He however held out so ob¬ 
stinately, I abated him thirty, so that 
th0 bargain was concluded at a hundrecb 
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;ind twenty. He besought me to go 
with him to his shop to receive the 
money. This I absolutely refused, tel¬ 
ling him I was waiting for a man whom 
I had particular business with, and 
lliiit I could not remove from the quay. 
IJc had, 1 said, but to return home for 
the money, as he would certainly find 
me again in the same place, where he 
left me. The goldsmith seeing I inva*^ 
liably persisted in not accompanying 
.um, and fearing lest the person whom 
I efcpected, was one of the fraternity, 
to whom 1 bad perhaps given a render* 
voiis for the same purpose, rt^ home 
with as much hurry as he had of inclU 
nation to possess the relic. 

I soon saw the old hnaye returning 
quite out of breath. He carried in a 
little bag the hundred and twenty 
crowns, which he counted out to me. 

I asked for the littlebiig, in which I put 
back the gold, and offered him in return 
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tor it the purse, wherein the relic was 
kept r but seeming not to be able to 
untie the strings, which I had purposely 
well knotted, 1 drew, as if through im¬ 
patience, from a case, which he had at 
his girdle, a knife to cut them. Though 
this action surprised him a little, he was 
so far from penetrating the real cause, 
that he resumed the road home, very 
well satisfied with having profited of so 
good an opportunity, and little dream¬ 
ing of the snare 1 had laid for him. / 
1 let him go on some paces befij^e 
me; 1 then gave the signal to one of 
my comrades, who was not a barrel 
better herring than myself, and whom I 
had posted in a convenient place, with 
orders to run to me as soon as I should 
give him the beck. 1 gave him the 
money in charge to carry home to the 
Captain ; afterwards pursuing the gold¬ 
smith, whom I ]iad not lost sight of, I ' 
c?ame up with him at the meeting of 
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scveml Jitrectsi, where there was l>y 
eliaiice a crowd of soldiers gathered, 
and pointing at iny old buck, began to 
cry out as loud as 1 could,—Stop 
tliief, genileir)en soldiers, stop the 
ih icf. For the love of God secure that 
old knave, wljf» has robbed me; don't 
let him e.sca})e/^ "File soldiers, some of 
whom ])eIonged to our own company, 
str)pped the gohlsmith immodialely,and 
asked vvhy he gave me cause to cry out 
after liiin in that manner, lie was at 
[^*st so confused, so seized with fear 
and astonishment, that he was not 
able to articulate a single word. If he 
had been even able, it would be useless; 
tlie voice of bis accuser would have 
drowned his. 1 alone made all the 
noise, I cried without ceasing, and in 
order to make more impression on the 
soldiers, threw myself on my knees 
before them in imploring iheir assist¬ 
ance with floods of false tears. 

l3 
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Gentlemen, you see id that old 
scoundrel the greatest hypocrite in all 
Spain. 1 wasjiLstnow witfh him on the 
quay, lie rernniked a purse in my 
l)Osom, and asked me what it contained. 
It is, said I, a relic which the Captain, 
my master, has forgotten this morning 
on the pillow of his bed, and I have 
taken it up to restore it to him. This 
old thief, whom you have there in cus¬ 
tody, besought me with an air of ho¬ 
nesty to shew it him, telling me he 
W'as a goldsmith, and skilled in jewelsf. 
1 satisfied his curiosity ; afte^ which he 
proposed to me to sell him the relic. 
That cannot be, said I, as it is my mas¬ 
ter’s property ; at the same time I put 
it back into the purse, w'hich was tied 
to the button-hole of my waistcoat. 
The old rogue thereupon amusing me 
with fine words, drew from the case, 
which he wears at his girdle, a knife, 
with which he instantaneously cut the 
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strhig, whose ends are still evident to 
be seen. Give yourselves, gentlemen, 
if you please^ the trouble of searching 
the old villain, and you will find both 
purse and jewel, which he has not had 
yet lime to dispose of, so closely have 
I followed him. 

The soldiers set about rummaging 
the old badger, who was still staring at 
them without uttering a single syllable, 
and absorbed in all the speechless ago¬ 
ny of astonishment. They drew out the 
porse and relic from iiis bosom, where 
he had snugly deposited it, and perceiv¬ 
ing in effect that the Sirius's were cut, 
they were fully convinced the old gold¬ 
smith was a thorough-paced knave. 
He had in vain (when he got the use of 
his tongue) protested and sworn I had 
sold him the trinket, they refused to 
believe him, not imagining that an old 
experienced goldsmith would have been 
capable of buying from a young soldier 
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so iich a relic, wiiliout suspecting it to 
be stolen. 

Once more, c;enllem(‘n soldiers, cried 
the defendant, 1 have paid that youno; 
man for the trinket, by such tokens 
that he ought to have act iiiilly npon 
him, one hundred an<i tv^enty crowns 
in gold, which I have reckoned (uit to 
him. You have but lo search liim in 
his turn, and you will bad this iden¬ 
tical sum, which he received a tow 
moments back. The soldiers, in order 
to satisfy liim, began to examine mfe 
from head to fool ; and seeing I had no 
iiioiiev, burst out into the mt)St horrid 
invectives again.si the poor w retch, in¬ 
termixed with a shower of kicks and 
blows; nevertheless, as he was still 
entreating to be brought before some 
magistrate or another, they conducted 
us both to justice. 

I relisted the affair there as 1 had al¬ 
ready told our atch conductors, who 
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being interrogated by the judge, said 
that every circumstance tended to cor¬ 
roborate nay testimony, and that the 
goldsmith had indubitably taken the 
relic from me by force-—Besides, this 
citizen was known to be a naan very 
selfish, covetous, and unjust, so that no 
one could hesitate in believing him 
guilty. The magistrate, however, wish¬ 
ing to shew some consideration for his 
family, which was one oi the most re¬ 
spectable of the corporation of mer¬ 
chants, only gave him a sharp repri¬ 
mand, and gave me back the jewel, 
with orders to carry it back to my mas¬ 
ter, which was immediately executed. 

TheCaptein, whenl gave him a full 
account of this adventure, returned 
thanks to Heaven from the bottom of 
his soul that it had so fortunate a con¬ 
clusion. He was afraid, and indeed 

p 

with a good deal of reason, that I would 
get but very scurvily out of so sctibby 
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an ufTciir, and mv l>o!dne's made liiin 
tn ml)!e. 'rhou^h he aicne had all the 
profit of my knavery, he resolved to get 
nd of the knave; he dreaded that I 
Mould finally destroy him hv some of 
my pranks, lie waited with iinpati- 
tnre for the day of onroiriharkation. 

rhat day, so much desired by him, 
afrived a little time afien The galleys 
. set sail from Barcelona, and landed tis 
* safely at Cienoa. We had no sooner 
set foot on shore, than tny Captain said 
to me m private, My dear Gusman, wo 
are at length in the country where you 
have so often wished to be; (for I had 
tM him in confidence of the design I 
h.td fbithed to go see my relations) it is 
necessary, therefore, if you please, that 
vr^ separate : I dread as much as I do all 
the devils in hell your hu.ht lingers; 
they may one day bring me to misfor- 
f Adieu, my friend^ continued he, 
putting a pistole in my band; ! am 
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sorry 1 am not in a better situation to 
acknowlecke vour services. In finish- 
ing these words, he turned his back on 
me, leaving me so stunned with his 
compliment, I was not able to utter a 
single word. But what could 1 have 
said ? Was it necessary to represent to 
him all the dangers I had braved for his 
sake ? lie was not ignorant of them : it 
was evfvion account of them he tunied 
me adrift. 1 ought not to he so 
prised with his proceeding. I met with 
the general destin}" of the wicked.*— 
Veople make use of therii as long as 
they are serviceable, as they extract 
from vipers and scorpions their sub¬ 
stance for physical purpi>ses, and throw 
the rest away. 

As soon as r had left my Captain, or, 
more properly speaking, when I saw he 
abandoned me, I only thought of re¬ 
medying the misfortune. Nothing was 
inoresuitable to make me foigetitjthvm 
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to consider 1 was at length in Genoa, a 
place I so long eiu^Destly wished to see. 
1 went at first to take a turn in the city, 
where 1 asked some news concerning 
my relatives. I was given to under* 
stand they were high and puissant 
noblemen, and the richest in the Re¬ 
public. This information caused in me 
agre^dealof joy, and made me judge 
I wotitd receive wonderful supplies from 
when they would hear that I 
branch of their illustrious family, 

' Waiting till I should be in a situation 
to pay Ihcnsii a visit respectively, I 
thought proper to seek out some palOy 
inn, where I might live at hltle ex¬ 
pense. The pistole could not last me 
«iong« 1 was also obliged to lay out a 
part on shoes, which 1 stood in 
wretched need of, as well as of every 
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